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April 21, 2011

Dear Congressman Cumanlngs,

| hope this communication finds you doing well, As atways, [ wanl to thank you for the suppert you've offercd out terrifie
unlversity, ay well as me personatly, Wo tako grent pride in wearing “Maryland” across our unifonn and strive (o represent
our stote The best way possible, :

This Is the firat time 1*ve ever been moved to wrile you or ayone In a similar position. What triggered this [ettor reaily is a
enatter of Hfs and death, It's cxpluined more In an urticlo In the Wushingion Post on Apell 13, 2011 entliled “When the drup
yiol ieed 1 cure cuncer is nowhere to be found™, [Ps oo artlels T fnd disgroceful and hearlbreaking on every level. Link:
fuip-www. washingionpost.comyirationalMealihiulien-the-drup-you-need-fo-cere-g-cavicer-Is-nowheve-10-be-

fuenned/201 {0478 IAFHB0220Y stary hwnl

‘Pl polnt of the article is that these fx 2 shortage of & crucial drug (earbine) used in the trentmant of leukemia, To get o
the point, wilout cylarubine, muny leukemda pullents won't be ctred wnd wall die, Whot makes this hit bome even more for
me anel oy family s et my thre year old son Tyler I3 a leukemla patient who has benefited from eylambine. We o lucky
Lhiet some of the drug wes availuble for him o receive at the fime s freatments ealled for 1L Even with that good fodune, it
mitkess me feel autraged that other familics are belny Jold that this vital drug ism't availuble.

Prom whut 1 understand, the shortags fsn't the result of a lack of patural resources or researeh dollars, but simply a cholce by
phammaceutical companies beesuse their profit masgin on the dnge 1sn’t high enough. This 1s wrong on every fevel ind |
don't want fo belicye it is allowed to happen,

Tiene Is eritical in this matter because Hyves are hanging in the balunee. | urge you lo bring the pharmaceatical compunics
before congress o expedite a resalution and cxplain their sorry and shameful business practices. Morcover, they should have
to address Jeukemia patients mad their fumblies, who have seen their iving hell get worse und have quile Hierally been fssued
& death sentence by the pharmacentical companios.

To use {he vernacubur of our sport, solving this problem b a buy-up and everyone wing, I know ilere i3 o workable solution
to thls inexcusable, merginalizing of buman lives. My family and § have first hand experlence (hut the medleal teums In
plices [1ke Maryland*s own Johns Hopkins are fneredible, My son Tyler wouldn't be alive today if they didn't have sccess
to the drugs that rid his body of cancer, Beeause of that, 1 fect incredibly pussionate about moking sute every olber patlent
Tuns (he best possible chusce 1o beat cancer foo. ,

ime is renning out ua peaple vlw nust huve cytorublng to defeat leukemia, Please take setion, I you peed more [nfo, thero
are bellllant people at Flopking that con be great resousces to you. I recommend reaching ont (o Dr. Pat Brown
Hoad of Padiatric Lenkomin or Dr, Ken Colien, Clintcal Dirotar of Pediatrle Oncology

Thank you for your thne and Jo Maryland!

Best Regirds, PR

Brenda Freze

0726 Comcast Conter, College Park, MD 20742
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