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_: SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE
: ESTABLISHMENTS AND INDUSTRY

(On August 6, 1954, Diantha Hoag testified in executive session

during hearings held by the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on

- Investigations on subversion and espionage in defense establishments

and industry. This testimony was made public on January 3, 1955,
by members of the subcommittee and follows below:)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 1954

LTV

) Unitep STATES SENATE,

" PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS,

' oF THE CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT QPERATIONS,
Washington, D. C.

The subcommittee met (pursuant to S. Res. 189, agreed to Feb-
ruary 2, 1954) at 10:30 a. m., in room 357, Senate Office Building,
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, chairman, presiding.

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin;
Senator Karl E. Mundt, Republican, South Dakota; Senator John
McClellan, Democrat, Arkansas; Senator Henry M. Jackson, Dem-
ocrat, Washington; Senator Stuart Symington, Democrat, Missouri.

Present also: Mr. Francis P. Carr, executive director; Mr. Robert F.
Kennedy, chief counsel to the minority; Mr, James N. Juliana, inves-
tigator; Mrs, Ruth Young Watt, chief clerk.

TESTIMONY OF DIANTHA HOAG, ACCOMPANIED BY RICHARD
' LIPSITZ

The CrairmaN. I wonder if the witness would stand. Would you
raise your right hand?

In the matter now in hearing before this committee, do you solemnly
swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing gut the truth, so help you God?

Miss Hoae. I do.

The Cuairman., Mr. Carr.

Mr. Carr. Your name is Diantha Hoag?

Miss Hoaa. That is right.

Mr. Carg. D-i-a-n-t-h-a?

Miss Hoaq. Yes.

Mr. Carr. D. H-0-a-g?

Miss Hoag. Yes.

i Mr. Carr. And your attorney’s name?
;i  Miss Hoag. Ricgard Lipsitz.
Mg. Lipsitz. Richard iipsitz, 605 Grisbane Building, Buffalo,

Mr Carr. Your address?
Miss Hoag. 106 Anderson Place, Buffalo.

Mr. Carr. And you are employed at the Westinghouse Co.,
eektowaga?

Miss Hoaa. That is right.

B % A rsd
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282 SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS

The Cuairman, How do you spell that?

Mr. Carr, C-h-e-g-k-t-0-w-a-g-a,.

Miss Hoac. Before we get into this, if you don't mind, I would lik,
to know why you people called me. I don’t know.

The CralrmAN. T think you are entitled to that.

Miss Hoag. Isn’t it true that the Westinghouse Co. asked you to
call ire?

The CuarmaN. No. The reason you were called—we are calliy
a great number of people who woik in defense plants doing classified
work. The reason we called vou is that we have evidence thet vo
belonged to the Communist Party. Now, we want you to understand
the fact that you are called doesn’t mean the Senators personally
have any idea whether you did belong; merely that evidence is therw.
We have no choice but to call you. I have never seen you befor,
I know nothing except what the staff has received in regard to alleged
Comrunist connections. We call you in executive session first before
we call you in public session and give you an opportunity to explan
any evidence that might be of derogatory nature.

Mr. Carr will go into all the questions on which he has information
and give you & chance to answer.

Mr. Carr, Before we get to that, could we have a little background,
Would you say where you were born and when?

Miss Hoaag. Pleasantville, N. Y., April 20, 1908,

Mr. Carr. And you have lived in Pleasantville, Syracuse, Spring-
vile—what sections of the country have you lived in, briefly?

Miss Hoag. On that I am going to plead my rights guaranteel
under the first and fifth amendments of the Constitution. Al
I think that the inquiry is beyond the jurisdiction of this commitice.

The Crarrman, I assume if the residence had anything to do with
membership in the Communist Party, you would have a right to claim
the fifth amendment.

Senator McCLeLLan, I don’t think so. I think she ought to bt
made to tell where she lived. As an American citizen, there is m
reason why she shouldn’t. It is no crime to live anywhere in the
United States. There can’t be any possibility of self-inerimination by
saying where she lived. .

The Cramman. I think I will order you to answer that question.
You can consult with your lawyer before you answer,

May T say, normally, the counsel cannot take part in the proceel:
ings; in view of the fact that her refusal to answer the question migh
result in contempt proceedings, if vou believe she has reason——

Mr. LipsiTz. Senator, my first impression was fo agree with you
first reaction which you stated before asking Senator MeClelan:
opinion, I gather now, however, that you have since changed your
mind and concurred with Senator McClellan,

The Cuarrman. 1 think John isright. Itis a matter of record and
it is no crire to live any place in this country.

Senator McCrerran. I'd like to test it out. I’d like one case to g
to the Supreme Court and see if an American citizen can refuse to k¢
where he has lived in this country. Let's confine it to the United
States. .

The Caamrman. This does not apply to any residence in a fore®
country. I will repeat the question. Will you give us the names ab
the dates of the different places where you have resided in the United
States, dates as nearly as you can?
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Miss Hoag. Oneida, N. Y., 1917, 1918; Hyde Park, N. Y., 1919 or
1920; Rhinebeck, N. Y., 1922 to 1929; Iiinghamton, N. Y, 1929 to
1939; Rochester, N. Y., 1936 to 1943; Corning, N. Y., 1943; Syracuse,
N. Y., 1943 and 1944; Utica, N. Y. 1944 and 1045, Part of 1946,
Buffalo, N. Y. From 19486 to date——

The CuHalRMAN. Before the first place you gave, you were living at
Pleasantville. Is that right?

Miss Hoaa. That is right.

The CaairmaN. You have never met either Senator McClellen or
me?

Miss Hoaa, That is right,

The CrairMaN You didn’t know us until you saw us this morning?

Miss Hoag. No.

The CralRMAN. You had never met Frank Carr before?

Miss Hoaa. No,

The CuairMAN. Nor Mr. Kennedy?

Miss Hoaa. No.

The CrairmaN. Do you know a Michael Sam?

Miss Hoac. On that I will plead my rights under the first and
fiftth amendments of the Constitution and I might add this inquiry is
beyond the jurisdiction and scope of this subcommittee.

he CrAaIRMAN, Just for your own information and the information

of your lawyer, the grand jury has indicted people for giving answers

Eke tﬁhat to this subcommittee. I am going to tell you that for your
enefit,

Do you know Michael Sam to be a member of the Communist
Party, an organizer for a number of plants in the Jamestown area?

Miss Hoag. Again I plead my rights under the first and fifth amend-
ments of the Constitution. '
PTtl‘le?CHAIRMAN. Were you ever an organizer for the Communist

arty

Miss Hoag. I again plead my rights under the first and fifth
amendments.

The Cramrman. I notice you lived in a great number of places over
the last few years. Were you being shifted from place to place by the
Communist Party?

Miss Hoag. I again plead my rights under the first and fifth
amendments,

The CrairmaN. I may say that we don’t recognize the first amend-
ment. I assume you are referring to the part of the fifth amendment
which states a witness need not give evidence that would tend to in-
criminate him or herself?

Miss Hoae. That is right.

he CHAIRMAN. Are you & member of the Communist Party today?
mé\ni é:s Hoag. I again plead my rights under the first and fifth amend-

The Cramrman, Do you recognize that the objective of the Com-
munist Party is to destroy the éonstitution of the United States?

Miss HoAe. I again plead my rights under the first and fifth
emendments.

The CratrMAN. You understand that Westinghouse is doing work
for the Government; do you?

Miss Hoaa, Yes.

Wo’{:li{mi ?HAIRMAN. And do you know how highly classified any of that
3
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Miss Hoaa. No.

The Cuairman. What type of work do you do?

Miss Hoae. I am a coil winder,

The Crarryan. And you know the other workers in the plant, ]
assume, rather well?

Miss Hoan. Some of them.,

Tll\l‘(; CuairMAN. You know workers who are handling classified
work?

Miss Hoaa. That I plead my rights under the first and fifth amend.
ments,

‘The Crarrman. Have you gone to Communist Party meetings in
the last month?

Miss Hoaa. I again plead my rights under the first and fifth amend-
ments,

The Cuarrman, If the Communist Party ordered vou to sabotage
the work you are doing, assuming we were at war with Communist
I}ilussi?a, would vou obey those orders or would you refuse to obey
them¢

Miss Hoaa. On that I will make a statement.

The Caarrman. All right, you may.

Miss Hoac. I have never engaged in espionage nor sabotage. I
am not so engaged. I will not so engage in the future. I am not a
spy nor a saboteur and again I say this inquiry is beyond the scope of
this committee.

The Crarrman. The question is, if the Communist Party were to
order you to sabotage the work in which you are engaged, in case we
W(iire at war with Communist Russia, would you refuse to obey that
order?

Miss Hoaa. I think my statement covered that.

The Cuarrman. T know that might get you in bad with the Com-
munist Party but I am going to insist that you answer.

Miss Hoaa. Would you repeat the question?

(The reporter read the question to the witness.) .

The Cuarrman. Let the record show that the witness is rather—had
a rather lengthy conference with her lawyer.

Miss Hoac. No.

The CrarrmaN. The answer is “No'’?

Miss Hoaa. No; right,

The Cuarrman. No, you would not obey the orders?

Miss Hoag. Right. I said before I would not engage in sabotage
or espionage.

The Cuairman. Now, did you ever give Michael Sam any informa-
tion about the work you were doing?

Miss Hoac. On that I plead my rights under the Constitution—the
first and fifth amendments, .

The CuarrMAN. For your benefit, you have waived any right as
far as espionage is concerned by your volunteering the information
you have never engaged in espionage. Michael Sam is 8 member of
the Communist Party, a top union organizer. If you gave information
to a man known to you to be a member of the Communis¢ Party, that
would be in the field of espionage. For that reason, you will be ordered
to answer the question.

For counsel’s benefit and so he will understand the position of the
Chair, I think the committee has discussed this often enough.
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believe the members of the committes substantially agree with me.
My position is, just for counsel’s benefit, when the witness says she
never engaged In espionage, then she waived the fifth amendment, not
merely as to that question but the entire field of espionage. Giving
out information about Government work would be in that field.
Therefore the witness is ordered to answer.

Miss Hoag. I reassert my rights under the first and fifth amend-
ments.

The CaairmaN. Did you ever give any classified information to
anyone known to you to be a member of the Communist Party or an
espionage agent?

II)\’Iiss. 0AG. I assert my rights under the first and fifth amendments
of the Constitution,

The CaarrMaN, You are ordered to answer.

Miss Hoag. I reassert my rights.

The CrarMaN. Did you ever engage in a conspiracy to commit
espionage?

Miss Hoae. Again I assert my rights.

The Crairman. You are ordered to answer,

Miss Hoag. I reassert my rights.

(Off record discussion.)

The CHAIRMAN. Are you at this time engaged in a conspiracy to
commit espionage?

Miss Hoag. No. I said that before.

The CrarRMAN. Were you a year ago?

Miss Hoag, I said in my statement I never have been. That is
still my answer,

The Cramrman. You just refused to answer that question, Is it
now your answer that you never had been engaged in a conspiracy to
commit espionage?

Miss Hoae. Right,.

The Crarrman. Have you ever discussed or heard discussed at a
Communist Party meeting classified Government work?

Aliss Hoag. On that I assert my rights under the first and fifth
amendments,

The Cuairman. You will be ordered to answer that question.,

Miss Hoae. I reassert my rights, : '

The CraxrmaN. You are working as of today at Westinghouse?

Miss Hoaa. Right.

The CrairMan. What salary do you get?

Miss Hoag. $1.71% an hour.

16 Crairman. How many hours a week do you work?

188 Hoaa. Forty hours.

he Crarrman. T don’t think I have anything further, Senator
McClellan,

Senator McCreLran. You stated that you have never engaged in
tplonage or entered into any conspiracy to engage in espionage.

bve you given to an agent of the Communist Party or to an, foreign
agents any information that you gained from your work wit.l{ respect:
t the operations of the plant or any of its products?

/1tness consults with counsel,)

Miss Hoag. No.

Senator McCrurran. You state you have not.

Miss Hoae. I state I have not, definitely.
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Senator McCrLeLuan. All right, let me ask you another question.
You have refused to answer a number of questions on the ground of
the fifth amendment; that if you answered, they might tend to
incriminate you. Is that correct?

Miss Hoag. That is right.

Senator McCLELLAN. %Vith respect to each of these questions, I ask
you if you had answered and answered truthfully, do you honestly
believe that the answer might tend to incriminate you?

Miss Hoaa. I assert my rights.

Senator McCrrLLaN. 1 didn’t ask you that. I asked you the gues.
tion and I respectfully ask that you answer. If you had answered the
qll]lestions asked you which Eou refused to answer on the grounds of
the fifth amendment, if you had answered them truthfully under oath,
do you think your answer might tend to incriminate you?

Miss Hoag. I reassert my rights under the first and fifth amend-
ments.

Senator McCLeLLaN, Do you refuse to answer that question?

Miss Hoac. I assert my rights.

Senator McCLeLLAN. I know you are asserting your rights. Are
you asserting your rights against stating under oath that if you
answered these other questions truthfully, the answer might tend to
incriminate you? Are you refusing to answer that as to whether you
honestly believe they might tend to incriminate you?

Miss Hoac. I am refusing to answer your question on the-basis of
the first and fifth amendments.

Senator McCrLxLLan, I am going to ask you again. We are going
to find out whether you can or not.

I ask you the specific question again. You have refused a number
of times to answer questions, invoking the fifth amendment, which
provides that you have a right to refuse to answer on the grounds that
if you answered truthfully, your answer might tend to incriminate
you. Now, I ask you to state under oath whether if you had answered
them truthfully under oath, you honestly believe that the answer you
would give might tend to incriminate you? o

Miss Hoaa. Yes, I am afraid my answer might tend to incriminate
me.

Senator McCrerLLaN. Why hesitate to answer, then? That is all
I asked you.

(No answer.) _

Senator SymingTon. 1 would like to ask a couple of questions.
Do you believe that the Communist Party is dedicated to the destruc-
tion of the United States by force and violence?

Miss Hoag. On that I will assert my rights under the fifth amend-
ment.

Senator Symincron. If you believed that they were, would you
still want to be a member of the Communist Party?

Miss Hoac. Again I assert my rights under the first and fifth
amendments.

Senator SyMiNgTON. So you feel that is;ou have the right to be an
American citizen and at the same time take the fifth amendment with
respect to whether or not you are in the Communist Party. Is that
right?

lgMis:a\ Hoae. I think I have the right to assume my rights under the
first and fifth amendments. _

Senator Syminaron., No further questions,
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Mr, Canr., Miss Hoag, is it Miss or Mrs.?

Miss Hoac, Miss.

Mr. Carr. Do you know a man named Jack Davis?

Miss Hoaa. I again assert my rights under the first and fifth
amendments.

Mr. Cagrr. Did you attend Communist Party meetings with
Jack Davis?

Miss Hoac. I assert my rights under the first and fifth amendments.

Mr. Carr. Did you attend such meetings in the 1930’s, particularly
1936 to 19387

Miss Hoag. I assert my rights under the first and fifth amendments.

The CuairmaN, You are working on work classified as confidential ;
is that right?

Miss Hoags. I don’t know.

The CrAIRMAN. You don’t know the classification?

Miss Hoaa. No.

The Crairman. You know it is classified work?

Miss Hoag. I don’t know whether the work I am doing is classified.

The CrairMAN. You havé to have security clearance to work on
your particular work?

Miss Hoag. (No answer.)

The CrairmMAN. You don’t have clearance?

Miss Hoag. (No answer.)

The CrairMAN. You don’t have a badge which allows you to get
in the plant? '

Miss Hoag. Yes.

The CrairmMaN. There are guards at the gate of the plant?

Miss Hoag. Yes.
thThg Craievan. And you have to display that badge to get by

em?

Miss Hoaa. Yes; I guess you could say yes.

The CratrMAN. What color is that badge? Is it blue or red across
the top, the stripe, is that blue or red stripe? Don’t you know?

Miss Hoaa. There is no stripe on it.

The CaarrmMaN, Isn’t the color to show that it is confidential, secret,
or top seeret?

Miss Hoag. It is just a badge with my picture on it. Different
¢olors for different, parts of the plant, What colors mean or designate,
I don’t know.

The CaairmaN. What color is yours?

Miss Hoag. Blue.

The CrAIRMAN. Are you an official of any union at this time?

Miss Hoag, I am steward.

The CaatrmMan. You are a shop steward. If you are & shop stew-
ard, if anyone has a grievance, he comes to you to present his
grievance?

Miss Hoaa, (No answer.)

The CrarrmaN. You of necessity must know the type of work they
are doing in order to present their grievance?

Miss Hoaa. Yeh.

The CaatrMan. What union is it?
emMgISOHOAG' International Union of Electrical and Machine Work-

The CrarrMan. T am sort of curious to know how you members of

e Communist Party so easily get to be shop stewards, which means
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¥ou have access to information from practically all parts of the plant,
ou must have that in order to present any grievance. We s0 ofteg
hear the answer he or-she is not doing secret work, then we find they
are shop stewards with access to all confidential information.

How did you get to be a shop steward?

Miss Hoag. I was elected by the people.

The Cuarman. How many people do you represent as shop
steward?

Miss Hoae. About thirty.

The CrarMAN. They elected you?

Miss Hoaa. That is right.

The 30 people I represent elected me.

The CrairMaN. Did the Communist Party tell you to run for that
position?

Miss Hoaa. On that I shall assert my rights. ,

The CrarrmAN. Do you hand over to the Communist Party infor-
mation which you receive as shop steward?

Miss Hoag. On that I assert my rights.

The Crarrman. You will be ordered to answer that.

Miss Hoaa. I reassert my rights.

The CrarrMaN. I have nothing further. John, have you finished?

Mr. Kennepy. How long have you worked at Westinghouse?

Miss Hoac. 7% years.

Mr. KeNNEDY. %V'here did you work before that?

Miss Hoae. That I think I refuse to answer under the first and
fifth amendments.

Mr. KexneEpy. That was during the war that you refuse to answer!

Miss Hoaa. That is right.

Mr. KxnnEDY. Can she refuse to answer thgt?

The Crairman. If working for the Communist Party.

Were you doing any work of an illegal nature before that 7}¢ years!

Miss ﬁoae. I assert my rights on that.

The CaarrMAN. In other words, you refuse to tell us whether you
engaged in illegal activities before you worked for Westinghouse?

188 Hoag, I assert my rights.

The Cuairman. Now, I am going to ask you the question Senator
McClellan asked you. Do you feel if you were to truthfully tell us
whether or not you were engaged in illegal activities that that truthful
answer might tend to incriminate you?

Miss Hoag, Yes; I am afraid my answer might tend to incriminate
me.

Mr. KennepY. Prior to 1947 were you doing any work on Govern-
ment contracts?

Miss Hoae. I assert my rights under the first and fifth amendments.

The Caarrman. You will be ordered to answer. It is no crume
to work on Government contracts.

Miss Hoaa. I will reassert my rights on that.

The Cuarman, Did you receive any clearance from the Govern-
ment to work on classified work before 19477

Miss Hoae. I assert my rights under the first and fifth amendments.

The CuarrMaN. You will be ordered to answer if you received
clearance.

Miss Hoac. I reassert my rights.
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Mr. Kennepy. And where did you work before this job you worked
on 74 years?

Miss Hoag. I assert my rights under the first and fifth amendments.

Mr. Kennepy. What city?

Miss Hoaag. I assert my rights under the first and fifth amendments.

The CualrMAN. You are ordered to answer that question.

Miss Hoag. I reassert my rights.

The CrarrmaN., Were you engaged in illegal or criminal activity at
that time?

Miss Hoag. I assert my rights.

Mr. Kennepy. Were you doing espionage for the Communist
Party at that time?

Miss Hoac. I assert my rights,

The CrarrMaN. You will be ordered to answer that.

Miss Hoaa. I reassert my rights.

The CuairMaN. Your chent will consider herself under subpena.
She will be recalled in public session. In the meantime, we are
getting an opinion from the Attorney General as to whether or not
her case will be presented to the grand jury for contempt.

Mr. Lirsirz, Senator McCarthy, is there any possibility of knowing
now when the public session will be?

The CrairMAN. The staff is always instructed to give counsel
sufficient notice. Is it all right to contact you instead of your client?

Mr. LapsiTz. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. We always try to accommodate counsel. If he
is tied up with courtwork, we try not to follow a hard and fast schedule.

Mr, Lresitz. I was wondering if we may leave to go home to
Buffalo?

The CrarrMAN. It won’t be for several weeks. We can’t get per-
mission for public sessions until after the session is over, I believe.

Miss Hoag. Before I leave, how about the witness fee that I am
supposed to receive?

The Cratrman. Ruth will take care of that.

Mr. Liesirz. Will copies of the transeript be made available to the
witness now or in the future? '

The Crarrman. The rule is to come to the committee room, 101,
and examine the transeript as carefully as you care to. We do not
hand out transcripts of executive sessions or they would no longer be
executive sessions.

Mr. Lipsirz, However, it may be examined by me in room 101?

The CrAlRMAN. Yes,

Mr, Lipsirz. And notes may be taken from it?

The CuairMaN. Yes.

May I say, you are not bound as everyone else is bound to secrecy
about an executive session. If you think Frou have been mistreated
or anything at all, you are quite free to tell the press or anyone else;
s that right, John?

Senator McCreLLAN, That is right; yes,

The Cramman, Incidentally, we hear so much about witnesses
being browbeaten and mistreated here, do you feel that you have

een browbeaten today?

Miss Hoaa. It depends on your point of view.
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The CrairMaN. What do ﬁ)lu think? From your point of view?
Miss Hoac. Well, I don’t know.

(Witness excussed.)
The Cramrman, Insert this letter in the record, Nina.

WesTincHOUSE Errcerric Corr.,
Buffalo, N. Y., August 8, 175,
Mr. Francis P. Carn,
United Sietes Senate,
Senate Permanent Subcommillee on Investigations,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mg, Carr: This is in reply to vour letter of July 28, 1954. We have

$793,767 of United States Government contracts and subcontracts which havo g
security classification. In all cases, the classification is “Confidential” and the
equipment is for the United States Navy.
- The equipment consists of electrical motors and controls for various United
States Navy applications. As stated in my telegram of Julsv 26, 1954, we have
had and expect to have in the future, work classified “Secret.” The dollar
volume of claszsified work also varies cousiderably from time to time.

All foregoing information applies only to the plant of the Westinghouse Elcctric
Corp., 4454 Genesee Street, Buffalo, N. Y.

Very truly yours, J. B i’lCKELS
. . ]

Moror Order Service Manager,
X



