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Thank you, Mr, Chairman. I welcome today’s opportunity to conduct oversight of the
SNAP program, which has one of the most vital missions of any government program: to
prevent abject hunger in homes across America.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for agreeing to invite the minority’s witness, Ms. Jennifer
Hatcher of the Food Marketing Institute. Since this hearing is about store owners, I thought it
was appropriate to invite them. Ms. Hatcher’s organization represents 26,000 supermarkets and

food stores across the country that implement the SNAP program on a daily basis.

I also want to thank you for allowing our minority witness to appear on the first panel
with everyone else. You did not have to do that, but you did, and I am truly grateful.

Let me start by emphasizing a critical point; nearly half of the beneficiaries of the SNAP
program are poor, hungry children. SNAP currently serves 46 million Americans with incomes
at or below 130% of the poverty level. According to USDA, 47% are under 18 years old. SNAP
also serves millions of people who are elderly or have disabilities.

SNAP has never been more critical than it is today. The 2008 financial crisis drove more
Americans into poverty than at any other time since we started tracking this data. The collapse
of Wall Street and the evisceration of trillions of dollars in household savings forced millions of
Americang to turn to this critical safety net, and it has been there for them.

While the need for the SNAP program ig at an historic high, fraud within the program is
at an all-time low. SNAP is one of the most efficiently run federal programs with one of the
lowest fraud rates of any government benefits program. Fraud has declined from approximately
4 cents of every dollar expended in 1993 to only 1 cent of every dollar expended today.

The majority appears to be basing today’s hearing on a recent press story about certain
store owners who have been disqualified from the program, but allegedly regained entry in some
way. Although this would be problematic if true, we have not seen evidence to support



allegations that there is a “pervasive weakness” in the program or that the “magnitude of fraud in
the program may be much greatér than initially reported.”

In fact, today we will hear just the opposite: that this press account has significant
problems, that USDA has acted quickly to address bad actors, and that the SNAP program
continues to be an extremely well run program.

Given this strong frack record, I am concerned that the true purpose of this hearing may
be to discredit the entire program in order to justify draconian cuts, Last year, every Republican
member of this Committee voted to convert the SNAP program into a block grant program and
slash its funding by $127 billion over the next ten years, a massive reduction of almost 20%.

This proposal was part of the plan proposed by Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan
and adopted by House Republicans last April. According to the Center on Budget Policies and
Priorities, this proposal will force up to 8 million men, women, and children—children—io be
cut from the program or will severely reduce the amount of food they can buy. Where are these
children supposed to go if they are hungry?

I believe there is a compassion deficit here in Washington. Obviously, a dollar
squandered in this program is a dollar that does not go to poor families that desperately need
food, but efforfs to impose draconian cuts to this program will cause even greater harm to the
very people who need the most help.

So while I strongly support efforts to make the program more effective and efficient, I
- will do everything in my power to oppose efforts to use these isolated examples to discredit and
gut the entire program.

I look forward to a productive discussion today on ways to improve one of the most
successful federal programs to prevent poverty and hunger throughout America.
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