
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 29, 2025 
 
 
Dan Caldwell 
Former Senior Adviser 
Department of Defense 
Sent via Email 
 
Dear Mr. Caldwell: 

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (“the 

Committee”) are expanding the investigation into reports that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
discussed highly sensitive, potentially classified plans for a military operation in Yemen on the 
Signal messaging application, in a group chat in which you were a participant.1  Since the 
Committee launched its investigation in March, additional reporting has come to light indicating 
that Secretary Hegseth also shared sensitive attack plans in a separate Signal group titled 
“Defense | Team Huddle” which included his wife, brother, personal lawyer, and “about a dozen 
other people from his personal and professional inner circle.”2  Moreover, Secretary Hegseth is 
reported to have personally created this group and to have used his private phone to access the 
Signal chat, raising significant concerns about the misuse of insecure communication platforms 
and/or devices for sensitive discussions and the potential that classified material was recklessly 
shared with individuals unauthorized to possess such information.3  Because of your senior role 
in the Office of the Secretary and your participation in at least one Signal chat with Secretary 
Hegseth during your tenure at the Department of Defense (“Department”), as well as the fact that 
you were recently placed on leave from the Department following an internal investigation into 
unauthorized leaks, we require your participation in a transcribed interview to examine the extent 
of this concerning incident and other potentially reckless disclosures of highly sensitive national 
security information.4 

 
1 The Trump Administration Accidentally Texted Me Its War Plans, The Atlantic (Mar. 24, 2025) (online at 

www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/trump-administration-accidentally-texted-me-its-war-plans/682151/); 
Here Are the Attack Plans That Trump’s Advisers Shared on Signal, The Atlantic (Mar. 26, 2025) (online at 
www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/signal-group-chat-attack-plans-hegseth-goldberg/682176/). 

2 “Mr. Hegseth’s wife, Jennifer, a former Fox News producer, is not a Defense Department employee… 
Mr. Hegseth’s brother Phil and Tim Parlatore, who continues to serve as his personal lawyer, both have jobs in the 
Pentagon, but it is not clear why either would need to know about upcoming military strikes[.]”  Hegseth Said to 
Have Shared Attack Details in Second Signal Chat, New York Times (Apr. 20, 2025) (online at 
www.nytimes.com/2025/04/20/us/politics/hegseth-yemen-attack-second-signal-chat.html).  

3 Id. 
4 Id.; Three Pentagon Officials Fired in Leak Inquiry Proclaim Their Innocence, New York Times (Apr. 
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The Committee has reason to believe that you have knowledge concerning the 
inappropriate and potentially unlawful dissemination of highly sensitive and/or classified 
national security information on Signal or other messaging applications or platforms, the manner 
in which senior government officials and other government personnel have used Signal or other 
such applications or platforms to conduct official government communications, the extent to 
which federal officials and personnel may have engaged in improper use of their personal 
devices to participate in communications concerning official government business or matters of 
national security, and the deliberate dissemination of sensitive and/or classified information to 
individuals unauthorized to access, possess, or receive such information.  

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee seek to determine whether legislation is 

appropriate to ensure the proper handling of sensitive and/or classified information concerning 
U.S. national security by federal officials and personnel, prevent unauthorized disclosure of such 
information, ensure that official government communications take place on authorized platforms 
and devices, and make certain that federal records are handled and preserved in accordance with 
the Federal Records Act, Presidential Records Act, and all other applicable federal laws and 
regulations.  

 
Accordingly, I request your appearance for a transcribed interview on May 13, 2025, to 

answer questions regarding the above matters.   
 
Please confirm your participation in this interview by May 6, 2025, and confirm that you 

have completed any necessary consultations to be prepared to answer our questions fully and 
completely.   

 
The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 

committee of the House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at 
“any time” under House Rule X.  If you have questions about this request, please contact 
Committee Democratic staff at (202) 225-5051.   

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 
      Sincerely,     
 
 
 
      __________________________ 
      Gerald E. Connolly  
      Ranking Member  
 
cc: The Honorable James Comer, Chairman  

 
19, 2025) (online at www.nytimes.com/live/2025/04/19/us/trump-news/three-pentagon-officials-fired-in-leak-
inquiry-proclaim-their-innocence).  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 29, 2025 
 
 
Mr. Colin Carroll 
Former Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Sent via Email 
 
Dear Mr. Carroll: 

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (“the 

Committee”) are expanding the investigation into reports that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
discussed highly sensitive, potentially classified plans for a military operation in Yemen on the 
Signal messaging application.1  Since the Committee launched its investigation in March, 
additional reporting has come to light indicating that Secretary Hegseth also shared sensitive 
attack plans in a separate Signal group titled “Defense | Team Huddle” which included his wife, 
brother, personal lawyer, and “about a dozen other people from his personal and professional 
inner circle.”2  Moreover, Secretary Hegseth is reported to have personally created this group 
and to have used his private phone to access the Signal chat, raising significant concerns about 
the misuse of insecure communication platforms and/or devices for sensitive discussions and the 
potential that classified material was recklessly shared with individuals unauthorized to possess 
such information.3  Because of your senior role during your tenure at the Department of Defense 
(“Department”), as well as the fact that you were recently placed on leave from the Department 
following an internal investigation into unauthorized leaks, we require your participation in a 
transcribed interview to examine the extent of this concerning incident and other potentially 
reckless disclosures of highly sensitive national security information.4 

 
1 The Trump Administration Accidentally Texted Me Its War Plans, The Atlantic (Mar. 24, 2025) (online at 

www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/trump-administration-accidentally-texted-me-its-war-plans/682151/); 
Here Are the Attack Plans That Trump’s Advisers Shared on Signal, The Atlantic (Mar. 26, 2025) (online at 
www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/signal-group-chat-attack-plans-hegseth-goldberg/682176/). 

2 “Mr. Hegseth’s wife, Jennifer, a former Fox News producer, is not a Defense Department employee… 
Mr. Hegseth’s brother Phil and Tim Parlatore, who continues to serve as his personal lawyer, both have jobs in the 
Pentagon, but it is not clear why either would need to know about upcoming military strikes[.]”  Hegseth Said to 
Have Shared Attack Details in Second Signal Chat, New York Times (Apr. 20, 2025) (online at 
www.nytimes.com/2025/04/20/us/politics/hegseth-yemen-attack-second-signal-chat.html).  

3 Id. 
4 Id.; Three Pentagon Officials Fired in Leak Inquiry Proclaim Their Innocence, New York Times (Apr. 

19, 2025) (online at www.nytimes.com/live/2025/04/19/us/trump-news/three-pentagon-officials-fired-in-leak-
inquiry-proclaim-their-innocence).  
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The Committee has reason to believe that you have knowledge concerning the 
inappropriate and potentially unlawful dissemination of highly sensitive and/or classified 
national security information on Signal or other messaging applications or platforms, the manner 
in which senior government officials and other government personnel have used Signal or other 
such applications or platforms to conduct official government communications, the extent to 
which federal officials and personnel may have engaged in improper use of their personal 
devices to participate in communications concerning official government business or matters of 
national security, and the deliberate dissemination of sensitive and/or classified information to 
individuals unauthorized to access, possess, or receive such information.  

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee seek to determine whether legislation is 

appropriate to ensure the proper handling of sensitive and/or classified information concerning 
U.S. national security by federal officials and personnel, prevent unauthorized disclosure of such 
information, ensure that official government communications take place on authorized platforms 
and devices, and make certain that federal records are handled and preserved in accordance with 
the Federal Records Act, Presidential Records Act, and all other applicable federal laws and 
regulations.  

 
Accordingly, I request your appearance for a transcribed interview on May 13, 2025, to 

answer questions regarding the above matters.   
 
Please confirm your participation in this interview by May 6, 2025, and confirm that you 

have completed any necessary consultations to be prepared to answer our questions fully and 
completely.   

 
The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 

committee of the House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at 
“any time” under House Rule X.  If you have questions about this request, please contact 
Committee Democratic staff at (202) 225-5051.   

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 
      Sincerely,     
 
 
 
      __________________________ 
      Gerald E. Connolly  
      Ranking Member  
 
cc: The Honorable James Comer, Chairman  
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Mr. Joe Kasper 
Former Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Sent via Email 
 
Dear Mr. Kasper: 

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (“the 

Committee”) are expanding the investigation into reports that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
discussed highly sensitive, potentially classified plans for a military operation in Yemen on the 
Signal messaging application.1  Since the Committee launched its investigation in March, 
additional reporting has come to light indicating that Secretary Hegseth also shared sensitive 
attack plans in a separate Signal group titled “Defense | Team Huddle” which included his wife, 
brother, personal lawyer, and “about a dozen other people from his personal and professional 
inner circle.”2  Moreover, Secretary Hegseth is reported to have personally created this group 
and to have used his private phone to access the Signal chat, raising significant concerns about 
the misuse of insecure communication platforms and/or devices for sensitive discussions and the 
potential that classified material was recklessly shared with individuals unauthorized to possess 
such information.3  Because of your senior role in the Office of the Secretary during your tenure 
at the Department of Defense (“Department”), we require your participation in a transcribed 
interview to examine the extent of this concerning incident and other potentially reckless 
disclosures of highly sensitive national security information.4 

 

 
1 The Trump Administration Accidentally Texted Me Its War Plans, The Atlantic (Mar. 24, 2025) (online at 

www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/trump-administration-accidentally-texted-me-its-war-plans/682151/); 
Here Are the Attack Plans That Trump’s Advisers Shared on Signal, The Atlantic (Mar. 26, 2025) (online at 
www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/signal-group-chat-attack-plans-hegseth-goldberg/682176/). 

2 “Mr. Hegseth’s wife, Jennifer, a former Fox News producer, is not a Defense Department employee… 
Mr. Hegseth’s brother Phil and Tim Parlatore, who continues to serve as his personal lawyer, both have jobs in the 
Pentagon, but it is not clear why either would need to know about upcoming military strikes[.]”  Hegseth Said to 
Have Shared Attack Details in Second Signal Chat, New York Times (Apr. 20, 2025) (online at 
www.nytimes.com/2025/04/20/us/politics/hegseth-yemen-attack-second-signal-chat.html).  

3 Id. 
4 Id.; Controversial Hegseth Chief of Staff to Leave Pentagon, Politico (Apr. 24, 2025) (online at 

www.politico.com/news/2025/04/24/hegseth-chief-of-staff-pentagon-leaving-00308721). 
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The Committee has reason to believe that you have knowledge concerning the 
inappropriate and potentially unlawful dissemination of highly sensitive and/or classified 
national security information on Signal or other messaging applications or platforms, the manner 
in which senior government officials and other government personnel have used Signal or other 
such applications or platforms to conduct official government communications, the extent to 
which federal officials and personnel may have engaged in improper use of their personal 
devices to participate in communications concerning official government business or matters of 
national security, and the deliberate dissemination of sensitive and/or classified information to 
individuals unauthorized to access, possess, or receive such information.  

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee seek to determine whether legislation is 

appropriate to ensure the proper handling of sensitive and/or classified information concerning 
U.S. national security by federal officials and personnel, prevent unauthorized disclosure of such 
information, ensure that official government communications take place on authorized platforms 
and devices, and make certain that federal records are handled and preserved in accordance with 
the Federal Records Act, Presidential Records Act, and all other applicable federal laws and 
regulations.  

 
Accordingly, I request your appearance for a transcribed interview on May 13, 2025, to 

answer questions regarding the above matters.   
 
Please confirm your participation in this interview by May 6, 2025, and confirm that you 

have completed any necessary consultations to be prepared to answer our questions fully and 
completely.   

 
The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 

committee of the House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at 
“any time” under House Rule X.  If you have questions about this request, please contact 
Committee Democratic staff at (202) 225-5051.   

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 
      Sincerely,     
 
 
 
      __________________________ 
      Gerald E. Connolly  
      Ranking Member  
 
cc: The Honorable James Comer, Chairman  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 29, 2025 
 
 
Mr. Darin Selnick 
Former Deputy Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Sent via Email 
 
Dear Mr. Selnick: 

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (“the 

Committee”) are expanding the investigation into reports that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
discussed highly sensitive, potentially classified plans for a military operation in Yemen on the 
Signal messaging application.1  Since the Committee launched its investigation in March, 
additional reporting has come to light indicating that Secretary Hegseth also shared sensitive 
attack plans in a separate Signal group titled “Defense | Team Huddle” which included his wife, 
brother, personal lawyer, and “about a dozen other people from his personal and professional 
inner circle.”2  Moreover, Secretary Hegseth is reported to have personally created this group 
and to have used his private phone to access the Signal chat, raising significant concerns about 
the misuse of insecure communication platforms and/or devices for sensitive discussions and the 
potential that classified material was recklessly shared with individuals unauthorized to possess 
such information.3  Because of your senior role in the Office of the Secretary during your tenure 
at the Department of Defense (“Department”), as well as the fact that you were recently placed 
on leave from the Department following an internal investigation into unauthorized leaks, we 
require your participation in a transcribed interview to examine the extent of this concerning 
incident and other potentially reckless disclosures of highly sensitive national security 
information.4 

 
1 The Trump Administration Accidentally Texted Me Its War Plans, The Atlantic (Mar. 24, 2025) (online at 

www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/trump-administration-accidentally-texted-me-its-war-plans/682151/); 
Here Are the Attack Plans That Trump’s Advisers Shared on Signal, The Atlantic (Mar. 26, 2025) (online at 
www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/signal-group-chat-attack-plans-hegseth-goldberg/682176/). 

2 “Mr. Hegseth’s wife, Jennifer, a former Fox News producer, is not a Defense Department employee… 
Mr. Hegseth’s brother Phil and Tim Parlatore, who continues to serve as his personal lawyer, both have jobs in the 
Pentagon, but it is not clear why either would need to know about upcoming military strikes[.]”  Hegseth Said to 
Have Shared Attack Details in Second Signal Chat, New York Times (Apr. 20, 2025) (online at 
www.nytimes.com/2025/04/20/us/politics/hegseth-yemen-attack-second-signal-chat.html).  

3 Id. 
4 Id.; Three Pentagon Officials Fired in Leak Inquiry Proclaim Their Innocence, New York Times (Apr. 

19, 2025) (online at www.nytimes.com/live/2025/04/19/us/trump-news/three-pentagon-officials-fired-in-leak-
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The Committee has reason to believe that you have knowledge concerning the 
inappropriate and potentially unlawful dissemination of highly sensitive and/or classified 
national security information on Signal or other messaging applications or platforms, the manner 
in which senior government officials and other government personnel have used Signal or other 
such applications or platforms to conduct official government communications, the extent to 
which federal officials and personnel may have engaged in improper use of their personal 
devices to participate in communications concerning official government business or matters of 
national security, and the deliberate dissemination of sensitive and/or classified information to 
individuals unauthorized to access, possess, or receive such information.  

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee seek to determine whether legislation is 

appropriate to ensure the proper handling of sensitive and/or classified information concerning 
U.S. national security by federal officials and personnel, prevent unauthorized disclosure of such 
information, ensure that official government communications take place on authorized platforms 
and devices, and make certain that federal records are handled and preserved in accordance with 
the Federal Records Act, Presidential Records Act, and all other applicable federal laws and 
regulations.  

 
Accordingly, I request your appearance for a transcribed interview on May 13, 2025, to 

answer questions regarding the above matters.   
 
Please confirm your participation in this interview by May 6, 2025, and confirm that you 

have completed any necessary consultations to be prepared to answer our questions fully and 
completely.   

 
The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 

committee of the House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at 
“any time” under House Rule X.  If you have questions about this request, please contact 
Committee Democratic staff at (202) 225-5051.   

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 
      Sincerely,     
 
 
 
      __________________________ 
      Gerald E. Connolly  
      Ranking Member  
 
cc: The Honorable James Comer, Chairman  

 
inquiry-proclaim-their-innocence).  
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Mr. John Ullyot 
Former Press Secretary 
Department of Defense 
Sent via Email 
 
Dear Mr. Ullyot: 

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (“the 

Committee”) are expanding the investigation into reports that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
discussed highly sensitive, potentially classified plans for a military operation in Yemen on the 
Signal messaging application.1  Since the Committee launched its investigation in March, 
additional reporting has come to light indicating that Secretary Hegseth also shared sensitive 
attack plans in a separate Signal group titled “Defense | Team Huddle” which included his wife, 
brother, personal lawyer, and “about a dozen other people from his personal and professional 
inner circle.”2  Moreover, Secretary Hegseth is reported to have personally created this group 
and to have used his private phone to access the Signal chat, raising significant concerns about 
the misuse of insecure communication platforms and/or devices for sensitive discussions and the 
potential that classified material was recklessly shared with individuals unauthorized to possess 
such information.3  Because of your senior role during your tenure at the Department of Defense 
(“Department”), we require your participation in a transcribed interview to examine the extent of 
this concerning incident and other potentially reckless disclosures of highly sensitive national 
security information.4 

 

 
1 The Trump Administration Accidentally Texted Me Its War Plans, The Atlantic (Mar. 24, 2025) (online at 

www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/trump-administration-accidentally-texted-me-its-war-plans/682151/); 
Here Are the Attack Plans That Trump’s Advisers Shared on Signal, The Atlantic (Mar. 26, 2025) (online at 
www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/signal-group-chat-attack-plans-hegseth-goldberg/682176/). 

2 “Mr. Hegseth’s wife, Jennifer, a former Fox News producer, is not a Defense Department employee… 
Mr. Hegseth’s brother Phil and Tim Parlatore, who continues to serve as his personal lawyer, both have jobs in the 
Pentagon, but it is not clear why either would need to know about upcoming military strikes[.]”  Hegseth Said to 
Have Shared Attack Details in Second Signal Chat, New York Times (Apr. 20, 2025) (online at 
www.nytimes.com/2025/04/20/us/politics/hegseth-yemen-attack-second-signal-chat.html).  

3 Id. 
4 Id.; Former Pentagon Official Warns Department’s Dysfunction Could Topple Hegseth, Politico (Apr. 20, 

2025) (online at www.politico.com/news/2025/04/20/ullyot-pentagon-hegseth-chaos-00300695). 
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The Committee has reason to believe that you have knowledge concerning the 
inappropriate and potentially unlawful dissemination of highly sensitive and/or classified 
national security information on Signal or other messaging applications or platforms, the manner 
in which senior government officials and other government personnel have used Signal or other 
such applications or platforms to conduct official government communications, the extent to 
which federal officials and personnel may have engaged in improper use of their personal 
devices to participate in communications concerning official government business or matters of 
national security, and the deliberate dissemination of sensitive and/or classified information to 
individuals unauthorized to access, possess, or receive such information.  

 
The Democratic Members of the Committee seek to determine whether legislation is 

appropriate to ensure the proper handling of sensitive and/or classified information concerning 
U.S. national security by federal officials and personnel, prevent unauthorized disclosure of such 
information, ensure that official government communications take place on authorized platforms 
and devices, and make certain that federal records are handled and preserved in accordance with 
the Federal Records Act, Presidential Records Act, and all other applicable federal laws and 
regulations.  

 
Accordingly, I request your appearance for a transcribed interview on May 13, 2025, to 

answer questions regarding the above matters.   
 
Please confirm your participation in this interview by May 6, 2025, and confirm that you 

have completed any necessary consultations to be prepared to answer our questions fully and 
completely.   

 
The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 

committee of the House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at 
“any time” under House Rule X.  If you have questions about this request, please contact 
Committee Democratic staff at (202) 225-5051.   

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 
      Sincerely,     
 
 
 
      __________________________ 
      Gerald E. Connolly  
      Ranking Member  
 
cc: The Honorable James Comer, Chairman  
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