
March 22, 2017 

 

The Hon. Jason Chaffetz, Chairman 

The Hon. Elijah Cummings, Ranking Member 

House Oversight and Government Affairs Committee 

2157 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

 RE: Support the Presidential Tax Transparency Act (H.R. 305) 

 

Dear Chairman Chaffetz and Ranking Member Cummings: 

 

Every president since Jimmy Carter has made their tax returns available for scrutiny by the 

American public. President Donald Trump is the first to refuse to do so over the last 40 years. 

 

Breaking this precedent of transparency of the president’s financial holdings is a cause of great 

concern and deep suspicion. Public Citizen, Every Voice, Democracy 21 and Center for 

American Progress urge the committee to address this issue. 

 

The noble tradition began in the wake of the Watergate scandal as an important means for the 

White House to assure the American public that the actions of the administration are being done 

in the public’s interest and not for self-dealing purposes. This tradition of transparency by the 

White House has never been more critical than today in the case of Donald Trump, whose vast 

business empire spills into hundreds of business interests. These business interests pose a wide 

array of financial conflicts of interest that could easily sway official actions by the White House 

for personal enrichment.
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Not only is the concern today just the possibility of self-dealing by the President and his family, 

but the concern now even extends into national security issues. Several recent foreign policy 

actions by the Trump administration have raised considerable suspicions that foreign interests, 

including foreign governments, may be attempting to manipulate American foreign policy by 

pandering to the global business interests of the Trump family.
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1
  See attachment by Public Citizen and Every Voice, “Broken Promises,” that discusses the problems posed by 

these conflicts of interests. 
2
  See, for example, Craig Holman, “The president’s conflicts of interest are not in America’s interest,” The Hill 

(Mar. 22, 2017), available at: http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/international-affairs/325036-the-presidents-
business-interests-are-not-in. See also Liz Kennedy and Danielle Root, “Top 10 risks and remedies for Trump’s 
conflicts of interest,” Report issued by the Center for American Progress (Feb. 24, 2017), available at: 
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/democracy/reports/2017/02/24/426939/top-10-risks-and-remedies-
for-trumps-conflicts-of-interest/  
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President Trump does not seem to recognize the importance of full transparency of his family 

business interests as a means both for the public to keep a check on White House actions that 

pose serious conflicts of interest, and as a means for the public to have reasonable confidence in 

the integrity of official actions. If President Trump fails to understand the importance of 

transparency of his business interests, then it is imperative that Congress step up to the plate and 

mandate that every president from now on disclose their tax returns in the same tradition 

America has seen for the last 40 years. 

 

Public Citizen, Every Voice, Democracy 21 and Center for American Progress strongly 

encourage the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee to approve the Presidential 

Tax Transparency Act championed by Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-Cal.) and co-sponsored by 73 other 

members of Congress. 

 

Attachment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Craig Holman, Ph.D. 

Government affairs lobbyist, 

Public Citizen’s Congress Watch division 

215 Pennsylvania Avenue SE 

Washington, D.C. 20003 

 

David Donnelly 

President and CEO 

Every Voice 

1211 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 600 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Fred Wertheimer 

President 

Democracy 21 

2000 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Liz Kennedy 

Director, Democracy and Government Reform 

Center for American Progress 

1333 H Street, NW, 10
th

 Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20005 



Broken Promises 

How Trump Is Profiting Off the Presidency and 

Empowering Lobbyists and Big Donors 

t, EVERY VOICE

L I 

By Every Voice and Public Citizen 

A large portion of President Donald Trump's claim to mass support 

was built on his rhetorical rejection of insider politics during his 

campaign. On the campaign trail, in debates and through campaign 

ads, he made ongoing pledges to "drain the swamp" in Washington, 

and said he'd fight the power of big donors and lobbyists. However, 

since the start of his presidency he has embraced the opposite, 

turning control of his policymaking over to the wealthy special 

interests and their ethically conflicted representatives, and refusing to 

change his own business practices. He has received wide criticism for 

these choices. 

In January, in part, in response to this criticism, Trump released a 

plan to at least appear to be trying to address the glaring conflicts of 

interest he faces. As the owner of businesses that face regulation by 

the agencies he now oversees, have ties to foreign governments that 

America engages with diplomatically, or could otherwise be used by 

those trying to buy access and favor with the most powerful man in 

the world, he is obviously in a position to reap massive benefits from 

his office. 

At the press conference where he released his plan, Trump stated, 

"the President can't have a conflict of interest," while simultaneously 

offering a wholly insufficient plan to address his ethical issues. His 

plan did not address the many concerns of outside ethics experts­

and even the head of the nonpartisan Office of Government Ethics, 

remained very concerned. 

Two months into his presidency, from what we can assess (though the 

lack of transparency makes certainty about ethical transgressions 

impossible), Trump has so far failed to keep even the weak promises 

contained in his plan, according to analysis by Every Voice and Public 

Citizen. 

"The President Can't Have a Conflict" 

Trump offered a plan to deal with his business empire that fell far 

short of the standards set by other presidents and suggested by ethics 

experts. So far, he has not delivered on the promises offered by this 

already-weak plan. 

Promise 1: Trump will "isolate" himself from the management of 

the company. 

"We believe this structure and these steps will serve to accomplish the 

president-elect's desire to be isolated from his business interests and give 

the American people confidence that his sole business and interest is in 

making America great again." -Trump attorney Sheri Dillon 






















