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THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN.  I APPRECIATE YOUR HOLDING THIS HEARING TO EXAMINE THE ADMINISTRATION’S TREATMENT OF WHISTLEBLOWERS.  I ALSO THANK OUR WITNESSES FOR BEING HERE TODAY AND LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM THEM. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]FEDERAL WHISTLEBLOWERS SERVE AN INVALUABLE ROLE IN IDENTIFYING WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE ACROSS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.  IN MANY CASES, THE DILIGENT OVERSIGHT EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN BY THESE GOVERNMENT WATCHDOGS SHINE A LIGHT ON GOVERNMENT ABUSE AND AS A RESULT, WE ARE BETTER ABLE TO SAFEGUARD AMERICAN LIVES AND MITIGATE THE WASTE OF AMERICAN TAXPAYER DOLLARS.  IT IS THESE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN WHO INFORMED THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S DELAY IN DELIVERING ARMORED CARS TO IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN TO REDUCE COMBAT CASUALTIES FROM IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICES.  FEDERAL WHISTLEBLOWERS ALSO DETAILED THE CANCELLATION OF U.S. AIR MARSHALS FROM FLIGHT PROTECTION DUTIES DESPITE THE EXISTENCE OF CONFIRMED AND CONTINUED THREATS OF POTENTIAL TERRORIST HIGHJACKINGS.  THESE DEDICATED GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ALSO REPORTED THE DIVERSION OF RESEARCH FUNDS THAT WERE SET ASIDE TO TREAT VETERANS WITH TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES.

FOR MANY OF THESE WHISTLEBLOWERS, DOING THE RIGHT THING AND DISCLOSING VIOLATIONS OF LAW AND FRAUD, WASTE, AND ABUSE COMES AT A HIGH PRICE.  MANY HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO ACTS OF RETALIATION INCLUDING THE ELIMINATION OF THEIR JOB DUTIES, REASSIGNMENT TO POSITIONS OF NO CONSEQUENCE, GEOGRAPHICAL RELOCATION SUCH AS THE RELOCATION OF THEIR DESKS TO BASEMENTS OR CLOSETS, MISCONDUCT INVESTIGATIONS, SUSPENSIONS, AND TERMINATION.   

MR. MACLEAN AND DR. VAN BOVEN WILL TESTIFY HOW MUCH THEIR LIVES AND THE LIVES OF THEIR FAMILIES WERE DISRUPTED AS A RESULT OF THE RETALIATION THEY FACED.  

UNFORTUNATELY, WHISTLEBLOWER RETALIATION HAS BEEN A LONGSTANDING PROBLEM OVER MULTIPLE ADMINISTRATIONS.  

MUCH HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED TO ENHANCE WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTIONS.  CONGRESS, WITH THE SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT OF PRESIDENT OBAMA, PASSED THE BIRPARTISAN WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION ENHANCEMENT ACT IN 2012 AFTER MORE THAN A DECADE OF REFORM EFFORTS.  THIS ACT STRENGTHENED PROTECTIONS FOR FEDERAL EMPLOYEES BY CLOSING JUDICIALLY-CREATED LOOPHOLES AND EXTENDED NEW PROTECTIONS FOR GOVERNMENT SCIENTISTS AND CERTAIN TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION EMPLOYEES.  THE BILL ALSO CREATED A TWO-YEAR PILOT.

THAT SAME YEAR, THE ADMINISTRATION ALSO EXTENDED WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTIONS TO INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY EMPLOYEES THROUGH A PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE.  CONGRESS THEN FOLLOWED THROUGH THIS YEAR BY CODIFYING PROTECTIONS FOR NATIONAL SECURITY EMPLOYEES IN THE INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION ACT.    

ALTHOUGH CONGRESS AND THE ADMINISTRATION CAN PROVIDE PROTECTIONS AND AVENUES FOR REDRESS, WE CANNOT LEGISLATE CULTURE.  

THAT CAN ONLY CHANGE BY DETERMINED LEADERSHIP, CONSTANT ATTENTION FROM CONGRESS, STRONG EMPLOYEE UNIONS AND VOCAL ADVOCATES.

DESPITE THE PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE, OUR WORK IS NOT YET COMPLETE AND I LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM OUR WITNESSES ABOUT HOW MUCH FURTHER WE NEED TO GO.	
THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN.  I YIELD THE BALANCE OF MY TIME.  
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