NACCHO

National Association of County & City Health Officials

The National Connection for Local Public Health

April 16, 2018

The Honorable Elizabeth Warren The Honorable Elijah Cummings
317 Hart Senate Office Building 2163 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator Warren and Representative Cummings:

On behalf of the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) and nearly 3,000
local health departments, | am writing today in support of the Comprehensive Addiction Resources
Emergency (CARE) Act of 2018. NACCHO represents city, county, metropolitan, district, and tribal health
departments that work every day to help ensure prevention and treatment options and resources are
available to those affected by the opioid epidemic.

Local health departments are key partners in protecting the health and well-being of their community
and are instrumental in slowing the opioid epidemic, which continues to ravage communities across our
nation. In addition to concerns about opioid overdose, there are additional risks for poor health
outcomes and blood-borne infections, including HIV, hepatitis C virus (HCV), and hepatitis B virus (HBV)
among injection drug users. Substantial progress has been made in reducing HIV infections among
injection drug users, but increases in injection drug use stemming from the opioid epidemic present a
new set of challenges. These areas often lack the public health and healthcare infrastructure and
services to comprehensively address the epidemic, leaving communities vulnerable to infectious disease
outbreaks.

A comprehensive response to the opioid epidemic, which resulted in over 64,000 overdose deaths in
2016, must include wide-ranging infectious disease prevention efforts, strategies to reduce fatal
overdose, increased substance use treatment, and reductions in the infectious disease consequences of
the opioid epidemic, particularly rising cases of HBV, HCV, and HIV. Your bill would help to decrease the
toll of the opioid epidemic by supporting public health professionals who work every day to save lives
and prevent future tragedies.

NACCHO looks forward to continuing to work with you to control the opioid epidemic. Thank you for
your attention to finding solutions to this devastating challenge. Please contact lan Goldstein, NACCHO
Government Affairs Specialist, for further information at 202-507-4273 or igoldstein@naccho.org.

Sincerely,

ng,a.mm

Laura A. Hanen, MPP
Interim Executive Director & Chief of Government Affairs

PublicHealth

1201 Eye Street NW, Fourth Floor, Washington, DC 20005 P (202) 783 5550 F (202) 783 1583 www.naccho.org Bcvent ProAsts (PTotaeh


mailto:igoldstein@naccho.org

