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            Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I know personally the importance of faith in the lives of Americans across the country.  As the son of two ministers from a small church in Baltimore, I know firsthand how fundamental values can inspire communities to come together, worship, and help their neighbors improve their lives.

            In addition, as a lawyer and Member of Congress, I understand that we have an obligation to make accommodations, when appropriate, to avoid undue influence with the practice of religion.

            However, I strongly oppose the resolution before us today because it infringes on the reproductive rights of American citizens, allows employers to discriminate against employees based on their personal health decisions, and tramples on the rights of the people of the District of Columbia to govern themselves.

            In January, the Mayor of the District of Columbia signed the Reproductive Health Non-Discrimination Amendment Act, which was passed by the District’s elected representatives on the D.C. Council.  

            This Act prohibits employers from discriminating against employees based on their reproductive health decisions.  It also protects the reproductive health decisions of their spouses and their dependents.  

Under federal law, a District law may be overturned if both houses of Congress vote to do so and the President agrees within 30 legislative days.  But this process—known as a resolution of disapproval—has not been used for decades.  That is, until today.

            Apparently, Republicans in Congress find the District’s law protecting women’s reproductive health decisions so shocking and so repugnant that they are resurrecting this virtually dormant tactic in an attempt to reverse it.

            I have several fundamental concerns with this action. 

            First, congressional Republicans are impinging on the rights of women in the District of Columbia to make their own reproductive health decisions without fear that their bosses will punish them as a result.

            For example, under this resolution, Republicans would permit employers to fire a woman because she has an abortion after being raped.  I cannot imagine the trauma a woman in this terrible situation must suffer, but it would only be aggravated by losing her job after the fact.

            Under this resolution, Republicans would allow employers to take other types of discriminatory actions.  For example, Republicans would allow an employer to demote a woman or pay her less if she chooses to take birth control pills.
            
            This resolution would not affect only the rights of women.  Republicans would allow an employer to fire a male worker because he uses condoms, because his wife uses the pill, or because his teenage daughter becomes pregnant out of wedlock.  So for those men who think this resolution does not affect them—think again.  It affects everyone.
            
            This issue is clearly a priority for the Republican leadership.  Our Committee would not be resuscitating a decades-old process to overturn this law unless the Speaker and the Republican leadership were pushing it.

            But this is the same Committee that brought the world Sandra Fluke.  She wanted to come here—to this very witness table—and testify about contraceptives on February 16, 2012.  

            But our former Chairman refused to let her speak.  He said she was not “qualified.”  And then Rush Limbaugh joined in, cruelly disparaging her merely for wanting to express her opinion.

            Mr. Chairman, isn’t that exactly what this Committee is doing today to the people of the District of Columbia?  They want a voice in their own governance.  They expressed their will, and their elected officials passed a law protecting their rights.  

            But now, this Committee—the same Committee that tried to silence Sandra Fluke—is trying to silence the voters of the District of Columbia.

           Far be it from me to give Republicans political advice, but this approach will backfire this time just as it did with Sandra Fluke.  She ultimately persevered, she gave a voice to millions of women across the country, and she was heard far and wide.

            I strongly urge all of my colleagues to vote against this measure.

            Contact: Jennifer Hoffman, Communications Director, (202) 226-5181.
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