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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to begin by recognizing that it was your vision and
bipartisan approach that paved the way to the successful enactment of the DATA Act.

From the very beginning, you worked closely with me and my staff, as well as the
Administration and the Senate, to craft a bipartisan bill that would provide the American people
with information about how their money is being spent.

Senator Warner and Senator Portman, thank you for being here with us today. Your
leadership and commitment got this landmark legislation over the finish line, and you should be
commended for your leadership.

Now the ball has been handed off to President Obama and his Administration, and they

are running with it.

I look forward to hearing from our witnesses from the Office of Management and Budget
and the Treasury Department about the Administration’s efforts to implement the DATA Act.

President Obama has shown his support for open data. He issued an Executive Order on

May 9, 2013, that requires all newly generated government data to be available in open, machine
readable formats.

President Obama also joined seven other countries in launching the Open Government
Partnership at the United Nations in 2011. That Partnership has now grown to 65 countries that
pledge to create action plans to make government information open and accountable.

The DATA Act builds on this ongoing work. This new law requires agencies to report
detailed information about how they are spending money. '

Agencies are required by May 2017 to begin reporting information using common data
standards developed by OMB and Treasury.



OMB and Treasury are then required to report the information agencies provide in a
searchable and downloadable format.

Once implemented, these requirements will improve oversight and accountability.
Congress and the public will have an unprecedented amount of transparency into agency
spending.

Agencies will also be able to better use their own data to identify trends and make
smarter funding decisions.

Comptroller General Gene Dodaro said in testimony before this Committee earlier this
year that the DATA Act was one of the single biggest things Congress could do to address
wasteful spending. I agree with this assessment, and I congratulate all of the stakeholders for
working together to get this legislation passed.

Our work did not end with the enactment of the DATA Act, however. It is critical for
Congress to stay engaged with regular, bipartisan oversight, just like this hearing.

Congress also must ensure that agencies have the resources they need to carry out the
requirements of the DATA Act.

As many of you know, I frequently say that we need to make the government work more
effectively and efficiently. The DATA Actis a law that, if implemented correctly, will do just
that.
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