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Resume of Irvin B. Nathan 

 

 

Irv Nathan is a former Attorney General of the District of Columbia (2011-2014), former 

General Counsel of the United States House of Representatives (2007-2010) and former 

Principal Associate Deputy Attorney General of the U.S. Department of Justice (1993-94). He is 

currently senior counsel to the Washington law firm of Arnold & Porter, where he started his 

legal career in 1968. As a litigation partner of the firm (1976-79, 1981-1993, 1994-2007), he was 

chair of the White Collar Defense practice group and handled complex commercial litigation, 

including securities fraud, antitrust , banking and accounting matters in federal and state courts. 

He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and currently serves as President of the 

Council for Court Excellence, a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the  

administration of justice in the District of Columbia. 

 

As General Counsel of the House, appointed by Speaker Pelosi, he was responsible for providing 

legal advice to the leadership and Members of the House and for handling litigation where the 

official interests of the House, its members or officers were implicated. This included the 

landmark suit against the Bush White House establishing that senior White House officials are 

not immune from House subpoenas.  

 

Irv was appointed by the Chief Judge of the  District of Columbia Court of Appeals to the D.C. 

Board of Professional Responsibility (2004-08) and served as the Vice Chair  of the Board in the 

last two years of his tenure. He had previously served as a hearing examiner for the Board and 

prior to that served as the Chair of the Ethics Committee of the D.C. Bar.  He has also served for 

a number of years as an adjunct professor of law at the Georgetown University Law Center, 

teaching courses in ethics, litigation practice, and local D.C. law. He has also been a visiting 

professor at the  Hebrew University Law School and the University of San Diego Law School 

and has taught classes at Howard Law School, GW Law School and American Law School. 

 

Irv was  graduated magna cum laude from Columbia Law School in 1967, where he served on 

the law review and received the Jerome Michael Trial Advocacy Award. He received his 

undergraduate degree from Johns Hopkins University in 1964, where he was elected to Phi Beta 

Kappa. He began his legal career as a law clerk to the Honorable Simon E. Sobeloff of the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.  

 

 

 

 




