Bush, Hans E.LTC

From: carol.cla\r!:»y.j'onei » ) - ' -
Jent: Wednesday, April 28, 2004 2:4 . .
To: bushr“ _ :

Cc: sokalskwi iR inmamP

Subject: Request from White House Speechwriter

Sir:

The first call was from Sec'y Rumsfeld's speechwriter, Heddie Henderson.

Just received & call from Mr. John Currin, WH speechwriter. He read a statement that
pretty much said that CPL Tillman joined the Army in the aftermath of 9.11 and asked if T
could confirm that was his reasons for signing up. I replied that I have never spoken (
directly to either Ranger and I could not confirm that statement. Kevin is faxing, to Mr.
Currin, several news articles I have with me that indicate that CPL Tillman did not reveal

his specific reasons for his decision to a close friend and coach. Even his father has not

publicly said why Pat or Kevin wade their decisions.
Mr. Currin said the information is for the President's speech at the Correspondent's
dinner this coming Saturday. It will probably be televised by CSPAN.

Carol

Carol P. Daxby
Media and Community Relations Division Chief
U.8. Arm Special Operations Command
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SUBJ/24 CONCERNING INFORMATION ON CSRPORAL TILIMANS DEATH//
RMRS/SIR, IN TRE AFTERMATE OF CORPOF BATRICK TILLMAN'S UNTIMELY
YET HERQIC DEATH IN AFGEANISTAN QN 2 AFRIL 04, B ig ANTICEPN‘ED .
"‘HA'I‘ A 15-8 INV"’S‘“IGA’I‘J.OI\J NEARING - PLETION WILD FIND .LHA'I‘ It I8
HIGHL" POSSIBLE. TEAD CORPORAL TILIMAN WAS KILLED BY FRIENDLY FIRE.
THIS POTENTIAL FINDING IS EXACERBA BY THE UNCONFIRMED BUT
SUSPECTED REPORTS: THAT ROTUS AND SECRETARY OF THE ARMY MIGET
INCLUDE CONMENTS ABQUT CORPORAI: TIT.LW.N '8 HEROIEM AND EI8 APPROVED
SILVER STAR MEDAL IN SPESECHES CURRENTLY ERING PRERARED, NOT RKNOWING
THE SPECIFICY BURROUNDING RIS DEATH],
THE POTENTIAL THAT HE NIGHET HAV" BREN KILLED BY FRIENDLY FIRE IN NO
way DETREC’I‘S F‘ROM HIB' WI'I‘NESSED EERDISM COR THE RECOMMENDED PERSONATL
DECORATION FOR VALOR IN THE FACE OF THE mmvrf. CORPORAL TILLMAN WAS
- KILLED IN A COMPLICATED BA"‘I‘LES"-\.(:Eg GEOME’I’R"’ INVOLVING TWO SERARATE
RANGER VEHICLE SERIALE TRAVERSING THROUGH SEVERE TERRAIN' ALONG A
WINDING 500~800 FoOD DEFILE IN WHICH FRIENDLY FORCES WERE FIRED UPON
BY" MUL‘I‘IPLE ENE‘;MY PUSITIONS ‘ CORPOQA& HILIAAN DISEMBARKED FROM KIS
VEQICLE, AND IN SUBPORT OF HIS FELLOW RANGERS AND DENONSTRATING *
GREAT CONCERN POR THEIR WELFARE OVE] CARE FOR HIS OWN SAFETY ENTERED
THE ENEMY R LL—ZQVE INTO wmc& BOTH! ENEMY'AND FR.LENDLY FIRE IMQACTED.
T ¥ELT 'I‘HA’I‘ IT WAS Essm\wﬂm ! RECEIVED THIS .-.NFORM*.TJ.ON AS
SOOIv Al WE DETEC"“ED 17T ORDER TO PRECLUDE ANY mmowm@ STATEMENTS

1§ DEATH BECOME PUBDIC 7

b(1)



The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, 9 July 1918 (amended by act
of 25 July 1963), has awarded the SILVER STAR to

CORPORAL PATRICK D. TILLMAN
UNITED STATES ARMY

for gaitantry in action on 22 April 2004 égainst an armed enemy while serving as a Rifle Tekin Leader
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Corporal Tillman put himself in the line of devastating enemy
fire as he maneuvered his Fire Team to a covered pasition from which they could effectively employ their
weapons on known enemy positions. While mortally Wounded, his audacious leadership and cburageous
example under fire inspired his meq 1o fight with great risk to their own personal safety, resulting in the
enemy’s withdrawal and his il ' %. safe passage from the ambush kilt zone. Corporai Tmman S

ok

personal courage, tacticai expertise

overall success and survival. Through his distinctive accomplishments, Corporal Tillman reﬂec ed
credit upon himself, the 75th Ranger Regiment, and the United States Army.
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links to terronst acnvuies While in route to this objectwe we spht into two serigls and the second serial
came under attack. CPL Tillman and [ moved out to a ridge and engage the enemy so our comrades
would be able to move safely from the kill zone, CPL Tillman moved us into a position where we would
be safe from enemy rounds, he placed me in the safest possible position and took a less safe position for
himself. We started to engage the enemy very successfully when the enemy moved most of there
attention to our position, and we drew a lot of fire from them. CPL Tillman moved from his position to
drop a smoke grenade to signal our troops of our position and to give me some extra cover when he was
hitand killed. CPL Tillman saved my life by drawing most of the fire from my position to his and in
return | survived and he was killed. [have no doubt in my mind that the only reason that I am alive to
write this statement is because CPL Tillman saved my life.

I/ongmal sxgned//
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