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Mr. Chairman, | am pleased that we are having a hearing on the important issue of prostate
cancer. Except for skin cancer, prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in American
men. Inthisyear done, an estimated 37,000 American men will die of the disease.

We face many chdlenges relating to prostate cancer. Questions remain unresolved about the
causes and biology of prostate cancer, and about why there are racid differencesin incidence rates.
We must continue to concentrate our efforts on devel oping the most effective prevention, detection, and
treatment approaches. We aso must work to ensure that al men have access to appropriate treatment
and to accurate information about their treatment options.

Aswe face these chdlenges, it isimportant that we keegp an open mind about innovetive and
unconventiona approaches to prostate cancer trestment and prevention. At the same time, we must
promote thorough testing and review of these approaches to avoid unnecessary harm and expense to
consumers.

Some of today’ s witnesses will share their persona experiences with prostate cancer. Others
will highlight ongoing efforts to advance prostate cancer prevention, detection, and trestment. This
discusson will increase our understianding of the options currently available to men who are diagnosed
with progtate cancer, and of the research efforts we should continue to explore. | join my colleaguesin
welcoming them and look forward to their testimony.
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