From: [REDACTED] < |REDACTED| S =tate gov=

Sent Wonday, May 4, 2020 10:03 A

To: [REDACTED]

o [REDACTED]

Subject: RE: Fwd Joint State-CDC-CBP Briefing Request

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status Hagged

Hi [REBACTED] - here are State's responzes. Thy

QUESTION: Flexse state your understancing of any soneening Chine conducted, betwesn Januany 17, 2020 and February
2, 2020, for high t=mpersture or other symptoms before boarding for flights from China to the U.5. Flease desoribe
Statecs effiorts to coordingte such screening with China

ANSWER: During that time period, the Department organized one charter flight, which departed Wuhan on January 28
[subseguent ﬁEI'rts depart=d aft=r .:,.'1]. FﬂrthutﬁEh'I;_. Department staff worked with PRC authorities to soeen the
passEngers Do :nun:I'mE the ph.nz. Thers was one infank child wha had & fever, oo he was not allowsd to board ard
theredors, his father did not bosrd either. However, the Swo imdividusls were re-beoarded on a ?Jhpcqu:ntﬁﬁht and
were repatristed. With respect o commercial flighis, media reporied that tempersture checks were put in place at the
Wuhan sirfport on Januany 13. This type of exit scresning procedure was scaled up to other airports in China shortly
thereafter; it appears that temperature checks were in place for all major airports on/around the end of January. For
instance, oy January 30, Dexing Airport |Beijing's new airport) anrounced that it would Degin requiring all g=parting
passengers to undergo temperabure checks.

CQUESTION: On March 3, the Vice President anncunced that “we are now scresning 100 peroznt of all trawelers Diing
direct ﬂiEh'Is fromm &l miroorts in tady ard South Kores.™ He describ=d ‘murl:l'plne-ulllcred 5|:raenin5|'n thoss coundrias, in
cooperation and coordination with us.” He also said “all passengsrs on all direct fights from =l airports in kaly 2nd
Souwth Koren ars now Deing screaned on multiple cooasions before they board.” Please desoribe State’s invoteement in
urrunEinE and n:-'.ru'szeinE themsem ncr:erl'n;: in Iahy &nd South Eorea.

ANSWER: Throughout Feoruary, the Stabe D:Fwt'n:nt—l'ndl.tdinﬁ cur U.5. Embassy im the ROK - coneyed to RCK

st rities st various relevant Bxencies our growing concem for imported COVID-15 cares and the nesd for increased
SCrEEning measures on individuals fiying from the ROK to the United States. As aresult, on Febnuary 28, Korean Air and
Asimna Ajrlines bagan implzmanting thair cwn temoerature scresning based on ROK

Eowernem ant recommendations. The ROK Ministny of Land, infrastructure and Transport (MOLT] issued & ketter on
Rarch 2 to both ROE and U5, sirlines apeamting direct fiights to the United States reguesting they cooparate with
tEmoeratuns .l:l:r\eeninE forall passengers on these ﬁE;I'rI'_:. This mandatory scrun'ng a.zpl'e-:ltcl U.5.~bourd f‘EEh'L': froem
Imch=am and Busan internationsl sirpcets ang imciucad :.'.:lnsl'rlnﬂ.unn-gws.l:leltu, American and United BESEN

Furtin':u'tinE after thes direcive



In addition to t=mperature screening at the gate by airline companies [which targets transiting passengers], Inchean
Internetional Airport Corporation |IAC) b=gen implementing sepamte temparature screening for all passengers (not just
thiose on L5, -bound 'I"EEh'u| at thre= additionsl points on March 5. The additioral points ot the asirports whers
temiperature soresnings were instituted included: (1) when entering the departure hall and (2] before entering the
sccu-ﬂ:lll chiECk F-uint[wi'th thiermial amieras | when detected with hiEher body tempersture, with mor-oontact
thermometers for mors scourete results), and (3] at the boarding gate |with non-contact thermometers | When
confirmed to have & fever of 37 5% or hl'E;hEr, passengers are escorted to the Mational Quarariire Office for furiher
inspection and may not be aliowed to boand.

On Karch 11, the ROK launched a fifth lger of US -bound passengerthe form of 2 health questionnaine conducted by
Kores Canters for Disease Control ard Presention [I:EDI:] |:||.|a.r-:.|1'tin= odficials. All pESSERZETS 0N direct r1i5|1u to the
Umnitzd States from international sirports in ncheon and Busan wers requined to go through this screening in adoition ko
three other medicsl deecks &t the f=rminal anbrencs, sl:l:uril.',' ch:l:l-cp-uint, ard the b-:lun:ll'n_; gate This ECDC health
xrz:rin;,whi:h toak pisce @rior to passenser cheack-in, was duiEr'-ad to prevent pn‘tﬂ'rtiulllr' hiE;l'l-r'l'.H: DESSENpErs from
ever making it to the

As the COVID-19 outbreak unfoided in ITaly with alarming speed, Itmlian suthorities worked tirelessly on containment
efforts, even as the oounty's healtthoare system quickly became overwhelmed and morbidity retes surged. Realizing the
re=ed ko mowe guickly to slow the spresd beyond their nationsl bonders, Ralian officials were in constant communication
with Embassy Rome officails, :|r|:|'.ri|:i'|1_5 t"'nulll undates snd HEEHEFFF&EHHE sovice on intermational Dest Fll"-l.ttil:Es it
other cni.ln'h'izs,.l'm:l.n:lir'E South Korea, wzrel'mpltmznthﬁt-:l m'rh'E;-!.tE e wirus's um-:lr,'fmpul:t. Emibassy Rome
fticials discussed outbound flight soreening with Halisn officels on kMandh 1, including working with sirport officials on
howi bo implement the logistics of the medical screening. On March 2, the Charge o'Affeirs delivered a ketter from the
Starte Department ko the Halan Minister of Health and the Chisf of Ol Protection formally requesiting thet Raly
institute soreening of all passengers on U.5.-bound flighis in accordance with COC guidelines. On March 3, Raly began
SCTEERiNg passEngers bound for the United States and officals from Embassy Rome and Consulake General Milsn visited
tha uirp-urr_': |:|:|:rut'l15 ﬂ'E;hutamz United Skates to obsares the imolemantstion of the s-u"ezninE. OR subsEquEnt days,
Embassy and Consulate Gzneral officials periormed muttiple follow-up wists and verified screening was proceeding
comprehensively and efficenthy.

QUESTION: The Emoassy in Raly id thet quats: “As of March 3, all passengers on U5 -pound fights whose
tem pzrutLrel's I1i5|1:rtha.|1 953 dagrees Farnrepnzit sre not :EinE; F-erml't:dt:- board.” The U.S. Embassy in South Kores
minde & similar skstement, but with 2 100.4 degre= cut-off.

Did State have 8 mechanism for enforcng thist?

AMSWER: The U.5. government issued & TSA :Ecuﬂ:lll diru:Eu'E,l'Emer_;um:,' mmendmient that became afective on bMarch
4, 2020 requiring all airlines fMying from South require passengers to fill out & heakh survey doosment to screen for
COVID-19 symiptoms. Before the issuance of this TSA directive,allisnce relationship,as well as the ROK beingresponsible
state sctor, haloed E:-IF-EI:IiI:E imolementation of protective messures. Inil:iulrr',mz hwd:nafmfurdn;m::e
miessureswas put onll.5. and ROKairine companies. When sirine companiss expressed concerms sboutis de of
expertize/equipment andthe legal ramifications from potentially barring paying oustomers from flights, the ROK

povemment stepped in by providing official policy and separate screening measures,



Faint of darification: ROKS policy dictated th passengers thet registered a temperatare higher than 953 degress
Fahrenhait |:3?.:| degrees Czlsius| would oe tested taice more at five-minute intsreal. When s passenger test=d hl'.EhEr
than 3.3 degrees three times they were not permitted to bosrd, and their baggege wes removed from the

gircraft. MOTE: The ROKG e perature limit wusiﬂ'ﬁulllll 953 depress Fanrerneit, Dot Bter shifted ©o 100.48; 37.9 Caisius
was the real cut off under ROKS regulstion.

The ielian govemment welkomed passenger-scresning suideines provided oy the United States and voluntzrity
performed the screening, keeping Emibassy Rome and Consulate General Milan officials updated. Embassy Rome and
Consulste Ganersl Milsn ofticials cozaraed the astaolishmeant of the sn'l:eninE;_. remaired in closs coatsct with uirp-urt
suthorities to ensure soresning took place, snd reporited back to the Deparim ent of Stete their mtisfacion the sireening
was being propery undertaken in strict sccondance with the puidelines.

QUESTION: How I11H1!|' pEople were barmed from JHP‘HH;T

ANSWER: Fer ROK government figures, a5 of March 40, scross carmers with direct U.S. flighis, = total of 36

passengers were denied :||:|a.r1:|'l15. Umitesd mnd Defts denisd b-uun:ll'n;t-:l'l'i'.le and 16 passengers, resoectee f. Korean Air
took the strictest approach to passenger screening, highlighting that the airline had denied boarding to 23 passengers (8
comibiration of ROK and u5.dti::m| sl'nntl'mplnemml:inE Fema g 5|:raenin5 on February 2.

talian offidals berred 13 passengers from boarding flights to the United Siates due to the soreening program. On March
3, four passenpgers wers barred from boarding a flight from Rome Fiumidno airport bound for the United Stakes. On
March 3, nine passengers were bamred from boarding fighits from Rome Fiumiding airpart bownd for the United

Stetzs. o passEngers were barred :nardinE'rTEh'r_': from Milan hislpensa uir|:|-:-rt sournd for the United States dus o the
SCTEERINS.
QUESTION: Did State receive documented evidence from Itmlian or South Eorean suthorities that thermal soresning
peourred betwesn barch 3rd snd March 13th? For all U_S -bound rI'E;I'rts'!' Flagoe |:|n:-'.ri|:|e =l such mvigenox arsl:r\eeninE;.

AMSWER: While we generally find ROK suthorities credibée on metters such s this, cur U.5. Embassy in the

ROK repeatedly s=nt staff to Incheon International Airport in Seoul to physically inspect the messures ROKIG authorities
had implemented. Ambassador Harry Herris slso visited Incheon Intarnational Airport to inspect the measures on Marnch
11 ROE EE"EEHI-H? mEnsnes wWErs mlso 'm'dl:l'!.' reported on wia credibds ROE miedia sounces.

Embassy Rome and Consulste General Milan officials maintairesd chose obrervation of the Kelisn screening program,
both vis in-person visits to the sirports and by way of t=lzphone conversations with airport officals after ensuring the
program was :rnpurl‘,ll'ni'h'a.ted or bisrch 3. Embassy Rome and Consulste Gereral b ilam reparted their obhsaraations
bk bo the :I-:Furtmi:nt.

QUESTION: '|I'|I'I1!.- was U5, Flclil.'r'l:\lﬂ s::r:l:rl'n;thn.'n: travie i'|151'n:-'11 Itul'!.' and South Korea betae=en March 3rd and March
13th oniy applicanle bo direct flights?



AMSWER: We defer to OBF who ultimetely mace the determination on whether sore=ning should apply to direct and
indir=ct I'I'E;I'ru. Uirvtil M arch 14, Peaiby cnly impoz=d n:r::n'nE rzq.lirzmentsnn direxct ﬂiEh'Ist:-th: Unit=d
Statzs. Baginning harch 12, fkaly sore=ned passengers on all fights to destinations owtside the Schengen anss.



