
HRXVH RI RHSUHVHQWaWLYHV CRPPLWWHH HHaULQJ
WULWWHQ THVWLPRQ\

GRRG PRUQLQJ. I aP OOLYLa PLWXFK. I aP a VHQLRU aW CHQWUaO YRUN HLJK SFKRRO, a

PHPEHU RI WKH LGBTQ+ FRPPXQLW\, aQ aFWLYLVW, aQG WKH VHFUHWaU\ aQG VRFLaO PHGLa aGYLVRU

RI WKH WKH PaQWKHUV AQWL-RaFLVW UQLRQ RI CHQWUaO YRUN SFKRRO DLVWULFW LQ PHQQV\OYaQLa.

IQ OaWH AXJXVW, aQ aUWLFOH UHYHaOHG WKaW WKH CHQWUaO YRUN SFKRRO BRaUG KaG EaQQHG aQ

H[WHQVLYH OLVW RI UHVRXUFHV LQFOXGLQJ ERRNV, aUWLFOHV, PRYLHV, aQG PRUH, aOO ZULWWHQ E\ BIPOC

RU LGBTQ+ aXWKRUV, FRQWaLQLQJ BIPOC RU LGBTQ+ FKaUaFWHUV, RU aERXW BIPOC RU

LGBTQ+ aZaUHQHVV/KLVWRU\. TKH ERRN OLVW VSHFLILFaOO\ LQFOXGHG PaWHULaOV VXFK aV I aP RRVa

PaUNV E\ BUaG MHOW]HU, MaOaOa, M\ SWRU\ Rf SWaQdLQg US fRU GLUOV' RLghWV E\ MaOaOa

YRXVaI]aL aQG I aP EQRXgh E\ GUaFH B\HUV, aORQJ ZLWK PaQ\ RWKHUV. AOO RI WKHVH UHVRXUFHV

ZRXOG KHOS WR QRW RQO\ aLG BIPOC aQG LGBTQ+ VWXGHQWV LQ HPEUaFLQJ WKHPVHOYHV aQG WKHLU

LGHQWLW\ EXW ZRXOG aOVR VSUHaG aZaUHQHVV aQG HGXFaWH aOO VWXGHQWV RQ WKH LPSRUWaQFH RI

GLYHUVLW\.

WKHQ WKLV OLVW ZaV SXVKHG RXW aV a BRRN BaQ LLVW, I ZaV aSSaOOHG. CHQWUaO, EHLQJ WKH

VHFRQG PRVW GLYHUVH GLVWULFW LQ WKH FRXQW\, SULGHG LWVHOI RQ GLYHUVLW\, EXW WKLV EaQ VLOHQFHG

BIPOC YRLFHV aQG IUaQNO\ aQQRXQFHG WKaW WKHLU FXOWXUH aQG LGHQWLW\ ZHUH QRW ZHOFRPH. WLWK

WKH KHOS RI EGKa GXSWa, WKH PUHVLGHQW RI PARU, CKULVWLQa EOOLV, WKH VLFH PUHVLGHQW RI PARU,

aQG RXU aPa]LQJ aGYLVRUV, BHQ HRGJH aQG PaWULFLa JaFNVRQ, ZH VWRRG XS WR WKLV aFW RI

GLVFULPLQaWLRQ.

IQ WKH EHJLQQLQJ, ZH RUJaQL]HG VPaOO SHaFHIXO SURWHVWV WKaW ZHUH ORFaWHG RXWVLGH RI WKH

KLJK VFKRRO, HQGLQJ ILIWHHQ PLQXWHV EHIRUH WKH VFKRRO Ga\ EHJaQ. TKHVH FaXJKW WKH H\H RI

ORFaO PUHVV aQG NHZV RXWOHWV. TKLV ZaV QR ORQJHU EHWZHHQ a IHZ VWXGHQWV. OXU VWRU\, YRLFHV,

aQG PHVVaJHV ZHUH EURaGFaVWHG RQ PaQ\ ORFaO FKaQQHOV aQG H[SUHVVHG LQ aUWLFOHV WKURXJK

LQWHUYLHZV aQG FRYHUaJH RI WKH SHaFHIXO SURWHVWV. MHGLa FRYHUaJH KHOSHG WKH FRPPXQLW\



UHFHLYH 3,000 ERRNV IURP WKH OLVW WR KaQG RXW IRU IUHH WR FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV aQG KHOSHG WZR

FRPPXQLW\ SURWHVWV WaNH SOaFH.

IW¶V EHHQ a KaUG MRXUQH\ LQ ORYLQJ P\VHOI. I KaYH EHHQ VXUURXQGHG E\ aPa]LQJ SHRSOH

ZKR KHOSHG PH WKURXJK aQG RIIHUHG aGYLFH, IULHQGV ZKR ZHUH aOVR PHPEHUV RI WKH

FRPPXQLW\. BXW QRW HYHU\RQH LV WKLV OXFN\. MaQ\ NLGV ILQG UHIXJH LQ JRLQJ WR VFKRRO aQG

EHLQJ ZLWKLQ aQ LQFOXVLYH FRPPXQLW\. BXW aV HGXFaWLRQ RQ LQFOXVLRQ VOLSV aZa\, WKH VaIH

KaYHQ GRHV WRR. I KaYH KHaUG VOXUV EHLQJ WKURZQ aURXQG, LGBTQ+ NLGV EHLQJ PaGH IXQ RI,

YHUEaOO\ aEXVHG, aQG PRUH.

IJQRUaQFH LV UHaO. IW LV LPSRUWaQW WR WHaFK LQFOXVLRQ aQG HTXaOLW\. IW LV LPSRUWaQW WR KaYH

UHSUHVHQWaWLRQ. I GHVHUYH WR ZaON LQWR P\ VFKRRO OLEUaU\ aQG ILQG a ERRN aERXW VRPHRQH OLNH

PH. EYHU\RQH GHVHUYHV WR EH aEOH WR ILQG WKHPVHOYHV ZLWKRXW GLJJLQJ WKURXJK VKHOYHV aQG

ILQGLQJ RQO\ a IHZ. TKLV LV ZK\ HGXFaWLRQ RQ LQFOXVLRQ LV LPSRUWaQW aQG QHFHVVaU\. WLWKRXW LW,

WKRVH FKLOGUHQ ZKR FRPH WR VFKRRO IRU VaIHW\ aQG aFFHSWaQFH ZLOO QR ORQJHU KaYH WKaW VaIH

VSRW.

TRR PaQ\ NLGV KaYH aWWHPSWHG VXLFLGH, KaUPHG WKHPVHOYHV, RU EHHQ YHUEaOO\ RU

SK\VLFaOO\ aEXVHG IRU ZKR WKH\ aUH. TRR PaQ\ NLGV aUH aORQH aQG GRQ¶W KaYH WKaW VaIH KaYHQ.

BRRNV WKaW UHSUHVHQW WKHP RIIHU WKHP FRPIRUW aQG RSHQ FRQYHUVaWLRQV SURYLGH WKaW VaIH SOaFH

IRU ALL VWXGHQWV. IW LV LPSRUWaQW WR WHaFK WKH VWXGHQWV LQFOXVLRQ VR WKaW WKH\ FaQ VaYH a

SHUVRQ¶V OLIH MXVW E\ VKRZLQJ WKHP FRPSaVVLRQ aQG UHVSHFW. WH FaQ¶W IRUFH LGBTQ+ NLGV

LQWR VLWXaWLRQV ZKHUH WKH RQO\ WLPH WKH\ KHaU aERXW WKHLU FRPPXQLW\ aQG WKHPVHOYHV LV ZKHQ

WKHLU ULJKWV aUH EHLQJ GHEaWHG EHWZHHQ VWXGHQWV. WH KaYH a SOaFH LQ WKLV ZRUOG aQG LQ WKLV

FRPPXQLW\. II I ZRXOG KaYH KaG RSHQ GLVFXVVLRQV, UHSUHVHQWaWLRQ aQG HGXFaWLRQ I ZRXOG KaYH

EHHQ aEOH WR HPEUaFH aQG ORYH P\VHOI a ORW HaUOLHU RQ. RaWKHU WKaQ VLWWLQJ IHaUIXOO\ ZLWK P\

WKRXJKWV aQG IHHOLQJV, I ZRXOG KaYH EHHQ aEOH WR OHaUQ ZKaW P\ IHHOLQJV PHaQ aQG WKaW LW LV RN

WR EH PH.



SLOHQFH LV GHaIHQLQJ, EXW WKHVH ERRNV KHOS WR EUHaN WKURXJK WKH VLOHQFH aQG aOORZ

FKLOGUHQ WR IORXULVK. KLGV QHHG WR VHH WKHPVHOYHV, HVSHFLaOO\ SRUWUa\HG LQ a SRVLWLYH OLJKW.

PURYLGH a VSaFH ZKHUH WKH\ FaQ FHOHEUaWH ZKR WKH\ aUH. GLYH WKHP UHVRXUFHV WR KHOS WKHP

ORYH WKHPVHOYHV IRU ZKR WKH\ aUH. DRQ¶W VLOHQFH WKH YRLFHV WKaW aUH ILQaOO\ EHJLQQLQJ WR EH

KHaUG. TKaQN \RX.




