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February 14, 2020 

The Honorable Betsy De Vos 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

Dear Secretary De Vos: 

The Committee on Oversight and Reform is requesting documents and information 
regarding a troubling proposal by your agency that would encourage schools to pursue fewer 
complaints of sexual assault and other forms of harassment, depriving survivors of equal access 
to education under the law. 

When Congress passed Title IX of the Education Amendment Act in 1972, it prohibited 
discrimination on the basis of sex-including through sexual harassment-in educational 
institutions that receive federal funds. 1 Under your tenure, the Department of Education has 
proposed a new rule that would significantly narrow Title IX's definition of sexual harassment. 
Your proposal would limit the circumstances under which schools are required to investigate 
sexual misconduct and make it more difficult for student survivors to resolve their claims.2

The Committee is also concerned that the Department failed to meet required procedures 
for adopting new rules by conducting a flawed cost-benefit analysis and reducing transparency in 
order to push this rule through. 

Statements by Trump Administration Officials 

The Trump Administration's proposal would be a drastic depmiure from the Department 
of Education's longstanding enforcement of Title IX. Statements by you and other Trump 
Administration officials raise serious concerns that bias against survivors of sexual assault may 

1 Department of Education, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities 

Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, 83 Fed. Reg. 61462 (Nov. 29, 2018) (proposed rule) (on line at 
www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/29/2018-25314/nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-sex-in-education­
programs-or-activities-receiving-federal). 

2 Letter from National Women's Law Center to Kenneth L. Marcus, Assistant Secretary of Civil Rights, 
Department of Education (Jan. 30, 201 9) (on line at https://nwlc-ciw49tixgw51bab.stackpathdns.com/wp­
content/uploads/2019/02/NWLC-Title-IX-NPRM-Comment.pdt). 
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Mark DeSaulnier 
Member of Congress 

Ro Khanna 
Member of Congress 
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
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Debra Haaland 
Member of Congress 
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immy Gomez 
Member of Congress 

�� Rashida Tlaib 

Katie Porter 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Jim Jordan, Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Reform 




