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Dr. Francis Collins 
Director 
National Institutes of Health 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Dear Dr. Collins: 

I write to strongly urge the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to increase support for 
research into the long-term health effects of electronic cigarette usage. Life threatening lung 
injuries caused by vaping may have killed and injured hundreds of Americans, while clever 
marketing and flavored products have induced epidemic numbers of teens to start using e­
cigarettes. Action by NIH now to support more scientific research into the risks associated with 
e-cigarette usage and vaping could save countless lives.

E-Cigarette Use Causing Life Threatening Lung Injuries

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has identified 805 cases of lung 
illness associated with the use of e-cigarette products in 46 states and one U.S. territory. The 
outbreak has resulted in at least twelve deaths, and these figures may grow as state health 
departments conduct retro-analyses of state health records to ascertain the breadth of adverse 
health events. 1 

Patients have experienced a range of respiratory symptoms including cough, shortness of 
breath, and chest pain, that developed in a matter of several weeks, and in some cases, only a few 
days. Many patients have sought medical care in ambulatory settings often resulting in hospital 
admittance. Patients have required medical treatment such as supplemental oxygen, assisted 
ventilation, and corticosteroids to improve their health and respiratory function.2

On September 24, 2019, during testimony before the Subcommittee, CDC's Principal 
Deputy Director, Dr. Anne Schuchat, reported that the process of vaping itself may be risky and 
that not enough is known about the aerosol that vaping produces or its potential to negatively 

1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Outbreak of Lung Disease Associated with £-Cigarette Use, 
or Vaping (Sept. 19, 2019) (on line at www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung­
disease.html). 

2 Id. 














