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On September 24, 2019, during testimony before the Subcommittee, CDC's Principal 
Deputy Director, Dr. Anne Schuchat, reported that the process of vaping itself may be risky and 
that not enough is known about the aerosol that vaping produces or its potential to negatively 
affect the lungs. She also expressed concern that the recent outbreak of lung injuries may cause 
permanent harm. 13

Due to the e-cigarette and vaping-related lung illness outbreak, CDC has warned the 
American people to "consider refraining from using e-cigarette or vaping products," as CDC is 
unable to rule out any brand, flavor, or component chemical as a cause of lung illness. Dr. 
Schuchat also refused to rule out the process of vaping itself as a contributing factor to the 
outbreak. 14

Other severe health effects have been linked to e-cigarette use as well. For example, as 
of August 7, 2019, FDA had received 127 reports of seizures and other neurological conditions 
caused by e-cigarette use. 15 Seizures and convulsions are symptoms of nicotine toxicity. 16

The American people should not serve as guinea pigs for the e-cigarette and vaping 
industry or be subject to their misleading marketing and advertising. I ask that you please notify 

me whether you will halt all television, radio, print, and digital advertising for your e­

cigarette products. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue. I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

Raja Krishnamoorthi 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy 

13 Committee on Oversight and Reform, Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy, Testimony of 
Dr. Anne Schuchat, Principal Deputy Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Hearing on Don't Vape: 
Examining the Outbreak of Lung Disease and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Urgent Warning 
Not to Use £-Cigarettes (Sept. 24, 2019) ( on line at https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/don-t-vape­
examining-the-outbreak-of-lung-disease-and-cdc-s-urgent-warning-not). 

14 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Outbreak of Lung Illness Associated with Using £-Cigarette 
Products, Investigation Notice (Sept. 11, 2019) ( on line at www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic _information/e­
cigarettes/severe-lung-disease.html#latest-outbreak-information). 

15 Food and Drug Administration, In Brief The Food and Drug Administration Encourages Continued 
Submission of Reports Related to Seizures Following £-cigarette Use as Part of Agency's Ongoing Scientific 
Investigation of Potential Safety Issue (Aug. 7, 2019) ( online at www .fda.gov/news-events/fda-brief/fda-brief-fda­
encourages-conti n ued-s ubm ission-reports-re lated-seizures-fol lowing-e-cigarette-use ). 

16 Illinois Department of Public Health, £-cigarettes and Vapes (Sept. 12, 2019) (online at 
http://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/tobacco/e-cigarettes-and-vapes). 




















