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September 9, 2019 

The Honorable Mike R. Pompeo 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JIM JORDAN, OHIO 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

On August 5, 2019, the Subcommittee wrote to you requesting information related to the 
process by which the Trump Administration chose to impose a second round of sanctions on the 
Russian Federation as required by the Chemical and Biological Weapons Control and Warfare 
Elimination (CBW) Act of 1991. To date, your Department has not provided a response, despite 
the requested deadline of August 23, 2019. 

After months of bipartisan prodding and repeated assurances from the Department that 
additional sanctions were forthcoming, on August 2, 2019, your Department finally announced 
that the United States would impose the following sanctions on Russia for its use of a 
"novichok" nerve agent against Sergei Skripal and his daughter: 

I. The United States will oppose the extension of any loan or financial or technical
assistance to Russia by international financial institutions, such as the World Bank
or International Monetary Fund;

2. U.S. banks will be prohibited from participating in the primary market for non­
ruble denominated bonds issued by the Russian sovereign and lending non-ruble
denominated funds to the Russian sovereign;

3. Licenses for exports to Russia of dual-use chemical and biological items
controlled by the Department of Commerce will be subject to a "presumption of
denial" policy. 1

1 See Letter from Chairman Stephen F. Lynch, Subcommittee on National Security, Committee on 
Oversight and Reform, to Secretary Mike Pompeo, Department of State (Aug. 5, 2019) (online at 
https:// oversight.house. gov Is ites/ democrats. oversight. house. gov /fi I es/20 19. 08. 0 5%20 Lynch%20to%20 Pompeo%2 Or 
e%20Russia%20CBW%20Sanctions.pdf); Department of State, Second Round of Chemical and Biological 
Weapons Control and Warfare Elimination Act Sanctions on Russia (Aug. 2, 2009) (on line at 
www.state.gov/second-round-of-chemical-and-biological-weapons-control-and-warfare-elimination-act-sanctions­
on-russia/). 






