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Good moming. Earlier today, Members of our Committee had the opportunity to meet
with four extraordinary individuals who lost loved ones to our nation’s crippling substance use
crisis.

We heard from Mr. Kevin Simmers, Ms. Shauntia White, Mr. Bill Sternberg, and Mr.
Mike Cannon. They told us about the challenges their families endured while trying to get help
for their loved ones in their hours of greatest need. They turned their unbearable pain into
inspiring passion to help save lives.

They are here with us now, and I would like to ask them to stand and be recognized. On
behalf of the entire Committee, we thank you for sharing your stories and for bringing your
commitment and dedication to this battle. I know your determination and urgency are shared by
countless other families who are struggling to save their loved ones. Thank you again for
everything you have done and continue to do. '

Today, the Committee is holding our second hearing on the Trump Administration’s
response to the opioid crisis. At our first hearing in March, we heard testimony about the Trump
Administration’s failure to issue a National Drug Control Strategy for two years while tens of
thousands of people died.

We also examined the unsatisfactory strategy that the Administration finally issued
earlier this year in January. And we heard the Government Accountability Office (GAO) testify
that this strategy is deficient and does not comply with basic legal requirements. The strategy
lacked enough detail for the Committee or GAO to exercise even minimal oversight or ensure
accountability for the tens of billions of dollars we spend annually on drug control efforts.

For these reasons, we told the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) that they
had to do better. And we told them that we would have them back today to gauge their progress.

The good news is that there have been some improvements. In response to the
Committee, ONDCP has now provided several supplements to the strategy it issued earlier this
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