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June 17, 2018 

The Honorable Trey Gowdy 
Chairman 
Committee on Oversight and Goverrunent Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chaim1an: 

We are writing to renew our urgent request for the Committee to investigate the 
development and consequences of the Trump Administration's "zero tolerance" policy of 
separating immigrant children from their parents at the border and referring family members for 
criminal prosecution-regardless of whether they may have legitimate asylum claims. 

To evaluate the effects of this policy, we ask that the Committee hold a hearing in July 
with the Cabinet officials responsible for implementing this policy, including the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the Attorney General, and the Secretary of Health and Human Services. We 
also ask for your help in obtaining critical documents and information relating to this policy, and 
in· scheduling a trip for Committee Members to witness first-hand how this policy is being 
implemented and how children are coping in U.S. detention facilities. 

Impact of Child Separation Policy 

According to multiple reports, the Trump Administration's child separation policy is 
"already leading to the breakup of hundreds of migrant families and channeling children into 
shelters and foster homes across the country." In just the first two weeks under this new policy, 
the Administration referred for prosecution "638 parents who arrive0 with 658 children." 1

We have seen the heartbreaking consequences of this policy every day-consequences 
that subject separated children to severe conditions. For example, there are rep011s that children 
are not being promptly transferred from "icebox" facilities operated by Customs and Border 
Protection to the custody of the Office of Refugee and Resettlement within the Department of 
Health and Human Services, as required by law.2 Instead, immigration expe11s rep011: 

1 See, e.g., 'It's Horrendous': The Heartache of a Migrant Boy Taken from His Father, New York Times 
(June 7, 2018) (online at www.nytimes.com/2018/06/07/us/children-immigration-borders-family-separation.html). 

2 See 8 U.S.C. § 1232. 










