
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October 17, 2022 

 
Ms. Kimberly A. Cheatle  
Director  
United States Secret Service  
950 H Street, N.W., Suite 7800 
Washington, D.C. 20223  
 
Dear Director Cheatle: 
 

For several years, the Committee has been investigating former President Donald 
Trump’s attempts to personally profit off his presidency, including by charging the Secret 
Service exorbitant rates when protecting the President and members of his family at Trump 
Organization properties.  Despite claims by the Trump Organization that federal employees 
traveling with the former President would stay at Trump properties “for free” or “at cost,” new 
information obtained by the Committee shows that the former President’s company charged the 
Secret Service excessive nightly rates on dozens of trips.  These rates were as high as $1,185 per 
room per night, more than five times the government rate.  The exorbitant rates charged to the 
Secret Service and agents’ frequent stays at Trump-owned properties raise significant concerns 
about the former President’s self-dealing and may have resulted in a taxpayer-funded windfall 
for former President Trump’s struggling businesses.1   
 

The Committee has been seeking a full accounting of the Secret Service’s expenditures at 
Trump Organization properties for more than two years but still has not received complete 
information on nightly rates or the total amount the Secret Service paid to the Trump 
Organization—which appears to exceed $1.4 million in taxpayer dollars.  The materials the 
Secret Service has provided raise significant concerns about the agency’s spending at Trump-
owned properties, including exorbitant rates, incomplete documentation, and invoices that do not 
appear to match agency financial records.   

 
 

 
1 See, e.g., Committee on Oversight and Reform, Press Release:  Committee Uncovers Evidence that 

Trump Concealed Millions in Losses, Hid Debts, and Received Millions from Foreign Governments at Trump Hotel 
(Oct. 8, 2021) (online at https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/committee-uncovers-evidence-that-trump-
concealed-millions-in-losses-hid-debts); Memorandum from Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney to Members, 
Committee on Oversight and Reform (Aug. 26, 2020) (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/MASTER%20Mazars%20Memo%2008.28.20
20%20R3.pdf); Secret Service Spent More than $250K at Trump Properties, Politico (Nov. 21, 2019) (online at 
www.politico.com/news/2019/11/21/secret-service-spent-more-than-250k-at-trump-properties-072465). 

https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/committee-uncovers-evidence-that-trump-concealed-millions-in-losses-hid-debts
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/committee-uncovers-evidence-that-trump-concealed-millions-in-losses-hid-debts
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The Committee’s Investigation of Secret Service Spending 
 
During his term, former President Trump reportedly visited his properties 547 times—

including 145 visits to his Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach, Florida—while retaining his 
ownership interests in the properties.2  Because the Secret Service is required by law to protect 
the First Family, when President Trump or his family members stayed at a Trump-owned 
property, the Secret Service typically purchased rooms and other services at these properties.  
The former President’s stays at certain properties were so frequent, they required the Secret 
Service to establish a more enduring presence.3  The Secret Service also stayed at Trump 
properties while protecting other individuals, including foreign leaders.  Whenever the Secret 
Service purchased hotel rooms at these properties, the Trump Organization—and its owner, 
Donald Trump—were paid using taxpayer funds. 

 
Like other federal agencies, the Secret Service follows the government-wide Federal 

Travel Regulation (FTR), which is managed by the General Services Administration (GSA) and 
governs travel by federal employees.  Under the FTR, agencies generally keep lodging costs at or 
below the rates set by GSA—commonly called “government rates” or “per diem rates”—which 
are based on the average daily rate of hotel properties by location and time of year.4  Rates that 
are higher than the government rate are generally subject to additional agency scrutiny and a 
limit for reimbursement.5  Beginning in 2017, the Secret Service received authorization for 
additional flexibility for expenses during protective missions, including per diem expenses above 
the government rate.6   

 
On February 12, 2020, following reports that former President Trump’s hotels, resorts, 

and private clubs were charging the Secret Service exorbitant rates as part of the agency’s 
mission to protect the President and his family, the Commitee requested documents concerning 
taxpayer-funded spending at Trump properties.7   

 
2 Citizens for Responsibility & Ethics in Washington, President Trump’s Legacy of Corruption, Four Years 

and 3,700 Conflicts of Interest Later (Jan. 15, 2021) (online at www.citizensforethics.org/reports-
investigations/crew-reports/president-trump-legacy-corruption-3700-conflicts-interest/). 

3 E.g., Trump’s Company Billed the Government at Least $2.5 Million.  Here Are Key Charges, 
Washington Post (Oct. 27, 2020) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/politics/key-charges-trump-
properties/2020/10/27/bfa39b08-16cd-11eb-82db-60b15c874105_story.html).  

4 United States Secret Service, Coordinated Response to a Request for Information from the Committee on 
Oversight and Reform (June 30, 2022); General Services Administration, Factors Influencing Lodging Rates (online 
at www.gsa.gov/travel/plan-book/per-diem-rates/factors-influencing-lodging-rates) (accessed Sept. 16, 2022).  

5 300% of the government rate is the maximum reimbursement authorized for most civilian federal 
employees.  See Federal Travel Regulation (FTR), 41 C.F.R. chapters 300–304.   

6 See infra note 23. 
7 Letter from Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform, et al., to James M. 

Murray, Director, Secret Service (Feb. 12, 2020) (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2020-02-
12.CBM%20Speier%20to%20Murray-USSS%20re%20Exorbitant%20Charges.pdf); Secret Service Has Paid Rates 
as High as $650 a Night for Rooms at Trump’s Properties, Washington Post (Feb. 7, 2020) (online at 
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/secret-service-has-paid-rates-as-high-as-650-a-night-for-rooms-at-trumps-
properties/2020/02/06/7f27a7c6-3ec5-11ea-8872-5df698785a4e_story.html).   
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On September 15, 2021, the Committee sent a second letter reiterating our requests and 
highlighting reports that the Trump Organization continued to charge the Secret Service 
excessive rates to protect former President Trump at his hotels, resorts, and clubs after former 
President Trump left office.  In that letter, I explained the goal of the Committee’s investigation: 

 
[The] Committee has a compelling legislative interest in information concerning the 
expenditure of government funds made or reimbursed by the Secret Service at properties 
owned, controlled, or branded by the Trump Organization.  Information on how and why 
the Secret Service has incurred exorbitant expenses at former President Trump’s 
properties both during and after his presidency is critical for the Committee to ensure that 
taxpayer dollars are being used appropriately and responsibly and to determine whether 
legislative reform is needed to prevent presidential self-dealing.8 
 

New Evidence of Excessive Rates at Trump Properties 
 
 In response to concerns that the Trump Organization was profiting off the presidency, 
company officials publicly stated that they only charged minimal fees when government officials 
traveling with President Trump stayed at Trump-owned properties.9  In 2019, Eric Trump, the 
Trump Organization’s Executive Vice President stated:   

 
If my father travels, they stay at our properties for free.  So everywhere that he goes, if he 
stays at one of his places, the government actually spends, meaning it saves a fortune 
because if they were to go to a hotel across the street, they’d be charging them $500 a 
night, whereas, you know we charge them, like $50.10   

 
In February 2020, Eric Trump claimed, regarding lodging for Secret Service:  “We provide the 
rooms at cost and could make far more money renting them to members or guests.”11 
 

However, documents obtained by the Committee call these statements into question.  As 
part of its investigation, the Committee obtained records from the Secret Service reflecting the 

 
8 Letter from Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform, to Director James 

M. Murray, Secret Service (Sept. 15, 2021) (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2021-09-15.CBM%20to%20Murray-
USSS%20re%20Exorbitant%20Charges.pdf); Since Leaving Office, Trump Has Charged the Secret Service More 
than $40,000 to Use Space at Mar-a-Lago, Washington Post (May 21, 2021) (online at 
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-secret-service-charges/2021/05/20/d328eb5c-9d36-11eb-b7a8-
014b14aeb9e4_story.html).   

9 Trump’s Businesses Charged Secret Service More than $1.1 Million, Including for Rooms in Club 
Shuttered for Pandemic, Washington Post (Sept. 17. 2020) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/politics/secret-
service-spending-bedminster/2020/09/17/9e11e1c2-f6a0-11ea-be57-d00bb9bc632d_story.html). 

10 G-7 at Trump Golf Resort Saves the US Money:  Eric Trump, Yahoo Finance (Oct. 17, 2019) (online at 
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/g-7-at-trump-golf-resort-saves-the-us-money-eric-trump-192655739.html). 

11 Secret Service Has Paid Rates as High as $650 a Night for Rooms at Trump’s Properties, Washington 
Post (Feb. 7, 2020) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/politics/secret-service-has-paid-rates-as-high-as-650-a-
night-for-rooms-at-trumps-properties/2020/02/06/7f27a7c6-3ec5-11ea-8872-5df698785a4e_story.html). 
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agency’s spending at Trump-owned properties in the United States from January 20, 2017, 
through September 15, 2021.  These documents indicate that the Trump Organization charged 
the Secret Service a nightly rate in excess of the government per diem rate at least 40 times from 
the beginning of the Trump Administration through September 15, 2021.12  In several instances, 
the rates charged were more than three times the per diem rate.13   

 
Records show the Secret Service spent more than $1.4 million on lodging at Trump-

owned properties in the United States from January 20, 2017, through September 15, 2021.14  As 
described below, this figure does not appear to account for all Secret Service payments to Trump 
properties, and the Committee is continuing to seek a full accounting of this spending.15  

 
The Committee has also obtained documentation of specific instances in which the Secret 

Service was charged excessive rates to stay at Trump Organization properties, including the 
Trump International Hotel in Washington, D.C., and the Mar-a-Lago Club in Florida. 

 
Documents indicate that in March 2017 the Trump Organization charged the Secret 

Service a nightly room rate of $1,160 for a stay at the Trump International Hotel in Washington, 
D.C.—nearly five times the government rate at the time—as part of the Secret Service’s legal 
obligation to provide security for Eric Trump.16  At the time, Eric Trump was visiting 
Washington, D.C., to promote an upcoming golf tournament at the nearby Trump National Golf 

 
12 United States Secret Service, Spreadsheet of Expenditures at Trump Organization Properties in the 

United States (Jan. 20, 2017, to Sept. 15, 2021) (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/USSS%20Spreadsheet%20of%20Expenditures
%20at%20Trump%20Owned%20Properties.pdf); United States Secret Service, Requests for GSA Lodging Variance 
(online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Requests%20for%20GSA%20Lodging%20Va
riance.pdf); see also General Services Administration, Frequently Asked Questions, Per Diem (online at 
www.gsa.gov/travel/plan-book/per-diem-rates/frequently-asked-questions-per-diem#1) (accessed Aug. 3, 2022) (“5 
U.S.C § 5702 gives the Administrator of the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) the authority to establish 
the system of reimbursing Federal employees for the subsistence expenses (lodging, meals, and incidentals) of 
official travel.  The law governs how GSA sets rates today and allows the GSA Administrator to establish locality-
based allowances for these expenses with a reporting requirement back to Congress.  The law was established to 
protect Federal employees by fairly reimbursing them for travel expenses.”). 

13 300% of the government rate is the maximum reimbursement authorized for most civilian federal 
employees.  See Federal Travel Regulation, 41 C.F.R. chapters 300–304.  As described below, the Secret Service 
may exceed this 300% cap for employees on protective missions.  See infra note 23. 

14 United States Secret Service, Spreadsheet of Expenditures at Trump Organization Properties in the 
United States (Jan. 20, 2017, to Sept. 15, 2021) (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/USSS%20Spreadsheet%20of%20Expenditures
%20at%20Trump%20Owned%20Properties.pdf).  $1.4 million is approximately the same as the amount of 
presidential salary that former President Trump claimed to have donated during his four-year term.  Did Trump 
Follow His Pledge to Donate the Last 6 Months of His Presidential Pay?  It’s a Mystery, Washington Post (July 30, 
2021) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-donation-salary-white-house/2021/07/29/07723234-efd9-
11eb-bf80-e3877d9c5f06_story.html). 

15 See infra note 26.   
16 United States Secret Service, Requests for GSA Lodging Variance (online at 

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Requests%20for%20GSA%20Lodging%20Va
riance.pdf). 
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Club.  During his stay, Eric Trump bragged that the “stars have all aligned” for the Trump 
Organization and said the Trump “brand is the hottest it has ever been.”17  As the Committee 
later learned, the Trump International Hotel in Washington, D.C., was actually losing millions of 
dollars and would go on to lose over $70 million during former President Trump’s term in 
office.18 

 
Secret Service Request for Approval to Spend $1,160 Per Night 

at Trump International Hotel in Washington 
 

 
 
On numerous other occasions when Eric Trump or his wife Lara Trump chose to stay at 

the Trump International Hotel in Washington, D.C., Secret Service records indicate that the 
agency was charged rates well in excess of the per diem rate, including five stays with rates at 
approximately triple the government rate.19 

 
In November 2017, when Donald Trump, Jr., stayed at the Trump International Hotel in 

Washington, D.C., Secret Service records indicate that the hotel charged the agency a rate of 
$1,185 per room per night—almost six times the government rate at the time.20   

 
17 With Trump in White House, His Golf Properties Prosper, New York Times (Mar. 9, 2017) (online at 

www.nytimes.com/2017/03/09/us/politics/trump-golf-courses.html). 
18 Letter from Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Committee on Oversight and Reform, and Chairman 

Gerald E. Connolly, Subcommittee on Government Operations, Committee on Oversight and Reform, to 
Administrator Robin Carnahan, General Services Administration (Oct. 8, 2021) (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2021-10-
08.CBM%20GEC%20to%20Carnahan-GSA%20re%20Old%20Post%20Office%20Building%20Lease.pdf). 

19 United States Secret Service, Requests for GSA Lodging Variance (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Requests%20for%20GSA%20Lodging%20Va
riance.pdf). 

20 Id. 

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Requests%20for%20GSA%20Lodging%20Variance.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Requests%20for%20GSA%20Lodging%20Variance.pdf
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Secret Service Request for Approval to Spend $1,185 Per Night at 
Trump International Hotel in Washington 

 

 
 
In addition, records show that on at least six occasions when former President Trump 

stayed at his Mar-a-Lago Club, the property charged his Secret Service detail nightly rates that 
were nearly double the government per diem rate, including a nearly month-long stay where 
“The government rate could not be negotiated for this purpose,” according to Secret Service 
records.21 

 
Due to the nature of its protective mission, Secret Service agents occasionally stay at 

locations where the lodging rate is above the GSA per diem rate.  However, field offices are 
required to file a “GSA variance request” and obtain approval from the Secret Service to pay 
rates above the per diem maximum.22  Generally, the maximum reimbursement authorized for 
federal civilian employees is 300% of the GSA per diem rate, although the Secret Service may 
exceed this for employees on protective missions.23 

 
The Committee has obtained at least 40 approved “Requests for GSA Lodging Variance” 

in which the Secret Service approved the payment of nightly rates above the per diem rate at 
 

21 Id. 
22 Id. 
23 See Government Accountability Office, Presidential Travel Secret Service and DOD Need to Ensure that 

Expenditure Reports Are Prepared and Submitted to Congress (GAO-19-178) (Jan. 17, 2019) (online at 
www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-178.pdf) (explaining:  “on May 5, 2017, the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017 
provided authority to the Secret Service to pay per diem travel expenses (i.e., lodging and meals and incidental 
expenses) of employees on protective missions without regard to the General Services Administration’s 
reimbursement rates for federal employee travel.  Pub. L. No. 115-31, div. F., tit. II.  This language also appears in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-141, div. F., tit. II.”).   

http://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-178.pdf
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Trump-owned properties.24  The Secret Service has informed the Committee staff that it was 
unable to locate variance requests for additional instances in which agency records show that the 
agency may have paid a rate above the per diem rate.   

 
Missing and Incomplete Records of Expenditures at Trump Properties 

 
The Secret Service still has not provided the Committee a full accounting of the agency’s 

expenditures at Trump properties.  In particular, the Secret Service has not provided documents 
sufficient to determine each instance when a Trump-owned property charged the Secret Service 
more than the government per diem rate.  The Secret Service also has not provided the 
Committee with complete nightly rate information for all the agency’s stays at Trump-owned 
properties, which would include hundreds of visits.  As a result, the Committee is unable to 
determine the full amount of taxpayer money the Secret Service spent at properties owned by the 
former President. 

 
The records of spending at Trump Organization properties provided by the Secret Service 

list 669 expenditures, totaling $1.4 million.25  However, as previously mentioned, the records do 
not appear to be complete.  For example, a 2019 Government Accountability Office report 
evaluated the cost of four presidential trips to Mar-a-Lago and found that Secret Service booked 
“a limited number of rooms” at Mar-a-Lago on each of these four trips.  The spending records 
provided to the Committee by the Secret Service do not appear to include expenditures at Mar-a-
Lago during the time period of these trips.26  In addition, the data obtained by the Committee 
does not include any Secret Service payments to Trump properties outside the United States 
during the extensive foreign travel by former President and his family. 

   
Other documents obtained by the Committee also suggest the spending records provided 

may be incomplete.  For example, the Secret Service provided multiple invoices for stays at the 
Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey, each for $17,565.84, which do not appear 
to be reflected on the agency’s spending records.27  Accommodation agreements with the Mar-

 
24 United States Secret Service, Requests for GSA Lodging Variance (online at 

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Requests%20for%20GSA%20Lodging%20Va
riance.pdf).  Secret Service staff confirmed to Committee staff that they understood that these variance requests 
represented payments made to Trump Organization properties. 

25 United States Secret Service, Spreadsheet of Expenditures at Trump Organization Properties in the 
United States (Jan. 20, 2017, to Sept. 15, 2021) (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/USSS%20Spreadsheet%20of%20Expenditures
%20at%20Trump%20Owned%20Properties.pdf). 

26 Compare Government Accountability Office, Presidential Travel:  Secret Service and DOD Need to 
Ensure that Expenditure Reports Are Prepared and Submitted to Congress (GAO-19-178) (Jan. 2019) (online at 
www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-178.pdf) with United States Secret Service, Spreadsheet of Expenditures at Trump 
Organization Properties in the United States (Jan. 20, 2017, to Sept. 15, 2021) (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/USSS%20Spreadsheet%20of%20Expenditures
%20at%20Trump%20Owned%20Properties.pdf).  

27 United States Secret Service, Receipts from Trump National Golf Club, Bedminster (online at 
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Accommodation%20Agreements%20and%20
Receipts%20REDACTED.pdf). 

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Requests%20for%20GSA%20Lodging%20Variance.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Requests%20for%20GSA%20Lodging%20Variance.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/USSS%20Spreadsheet%20of%20Expenditures%20at%20Trump%20Owned%20Properties.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/USSS%20Spreadsheet%20of%20Expenditures%20at%20Trump%20Owned%20Properties.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-178.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/USSS%20Spreadsheet%20of%20Expenditures%20at%20Trump%20Owned%20Properties.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/USSS%20Spreadsheet%20of%20Expenditures%20at%20Trump%20Owned%20Properties.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Accommodation%20Agreements%20and%20Receipts%20REDACTED.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Accommodation%20Agreements%20and%20Receipts%20REDACTED.pdf
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A-Lago Club for amounts ranging between $4,753.80 and $11,884.50 also do not appear to be 
reflected in the records.28   

 
Committee Requests 

 
Given the longstanding concerns surrounding the former President’s conflicts of interest 

and efforts to profit off the presidency, the Commitee has a strong interest in obtaining a 
complete accounting of federal government spending at Trump properties.  The Committee 
continues to examine potential legislation to prevent presidential self-dealing and profiteering, as 
well as to curb conflicts of interest by ensuring that future presidents are prevented from 
exercising undue influence on Secret Service spending.  

 
For these reasons, the Committee requests that you produce by October 31, 2022, the 

following information and documents for the time period of January 20, 2017, to present.  Please 
note that this information is also responsive to the Committee’s September 15, 2021, requests: 
 

1. Identify all Secret Service stays at properties owned, controlled, or branded by the 
Trump Organization; 
 

2. Identify the total amount paid by the Secret Service for each stay responsive to 
Request 1; 

 
3. Identify the nightly rate paid by the Secret Service for each stay responsive to 

Request 1; 
 

4. Provide all internal documents, communications, memoranda, or analyses, 
including all Requests for GSA Lodging Variance, related to Secret Service 
payments of nightly rates in excess of the government employee per diem rate for 
any stay responsive to Request 1; and  

 
5. Identify and explain any stays responsive to Request 1 in which the Secret Service 

paid a nightly rate in excess of the government employee per diem rate but for 
which no Request for a GSA Lodging Variance has been identified. 

 
The Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight committee of the 

House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under 
House Rule X.  An attachment to this letter provides additional instructions for responding to the 
Committee’s request.  If you have any questions, please contact Committee staff at (202) 225-
5051.  Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 
 

 

 
28 United States Secret Service, Secret Service Accommodations Agreements with Mar-a-Lago (online at 

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Accommodation%20Agreements%20and%20
Receipts%20REDACTED.pdf). 

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Accommodation%20Agreements%20and%20Receipts%20REDACTED.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Accommodation%20Agreements%20and%20Receipts%20REDACTED.pdf


Ms. Kimberly A. Cheatle 
Page 9 

Sincerely, 

__________________________ 
Carolyn B. Maloney 
Chairwoman 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable James Comer, Ranking Member 
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