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Charow and Emily Olson’s Visit to Washington, DC 

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

Andrew S. Weiss 

James Family Chair; Vice President for Studies 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

  

Andrew S. Weiss is the James Family Chair and vice president for studies 

at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, where he oversees 

research in Washington and Moscow on Russia and Eurasia.    Prior to joining Carnegie, he was director of the RAND Corporation’s 

Center for Russia and Eurasia and executive director of the RAND Business Leaders Forum. 

Weiss’s career has spanned both the public and private sectors. He previously served as 

director for Russian, Ukrainian, and Eurasian Affairs on the National Security Council staff, as a 

member of the State Department's Policy Planning Staff, and as a policy assistant in the Office 

of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy during the administrations of Presidents Bill Clinton 

and George H. W. Bush. 

Before joining RAND, Weiss was a vice president and investment strategist at American 

International Group, Inc. subsidiary companies, where he worked primarily on global 

commodities, energy, and foreign exchange markets. 

Michael Carpenter, PhD 
Senior Director 

Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global Engagement 

Dr. Michael Carpenter is Senior Director of the Penn Biden Center 

for Diplomacy and Global Engagement and a nonresident Senior 

Fellow at the Atlantic Council. He also serves on the Jamestown 

Foundation board of directors. 
   
Dr. Carpenter previously served in the Pentagon as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense with 

responsibility for Russia, Ukraine, Eurasia, the Balkans, and Conventional Arms Control. He 

also served in the White House as a foreign policy advisor to Vice President Joe Biden as well 

as on the National Security Council as Director for Russia. Previously, Dr. Carpenter was a 

career Foreign Service Officer with the State Department. 

He holds an M.A. and Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of California at Berkeley and 

a B.A. in International Relations from Stanford University. Dr. Carpenter has appeared on 

MSNBC, CNN, BBC, ABC News, Bloomberg, Voice of America, and other outlets, and has been 

Pagelof2 

BPA_HCOR_00317848



cited or published in Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, New York Times, Washington Post, 

Newsweek, McClatchy, Atlantic, Politico, The Hill, and Defense One. 

Matthew Rojansky 

Director of the Kennan Institute 

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 

Matthew Rojansky is Director of the Kennan Institute at the Woodrow 

Wilson Center in Washington, D.C. An expert on U.S. relations with the 

states of the former Soviet Union, especially Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and 

Moldova, he has advised governments, intergovernmental organizations, 

and major private actors on conflict resolution and efforts to enhance 

shared security throughout the Euro-Atlantic and Eurasian region. 

  

Previously, Rojansky was Deputy Director of the Russia and Eurasia Program at the Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace. There, he founded Carnegie's Ukraine Program, led a 

multi-year project to support U.S.-Russia health cooperation, and created a track-two task force 

to promote resolution of the Moldova-Transnistria conflict. He also served as an Embassy 

Policy Specialist at the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, Ukraine, and as a Visiting Scholar in the 

Research Division at the NATO Defense College. 

Rojansky previously served as Executive Director of the Partnership for a Secure America 

(PSA). Founded by former congressman Lee Hamilton (D-IN) and former senator Warren 

Rudman (R-NH) with a group of two dozen former senior leaders from both political parties, 

PSA seeks to rebuild bipartisan dialogue and productive debate on U.S. national security and 

foreign policy challenges. While at PSA, Rojansky orchestrated high-level bipartisan initiatives 

aimed at repairing the U.S.-Russian relationship, strengthening the U.S. commitment to nuclear 

arms control and nonproliferation, and leveraging global science engagement for diplomacy. 

Rojansky is an adjunct professor at Johns Hopkins SAIS, and serves as U.S. Executive 

secretary for the Dartmouth Conference, a track-two U.S.-Russian conflict resolution initiative 

begun in 1960. He has lectured at colleges and universities throughout the United States, 

Russia and Europe. 

Rojansky is frequently interviewed on TV and radio, and his writing has appeared in the New 

York Times, the Washington Post, and Foreign Policy. He holds an A.B. from Harvard College 

and a J.D. from Stanford Law School. 
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JP Natkin 

Partner 

Macro-Advisory, Ltd. 

JP Natkin has worked in Russia/CIS and the CEEMEA region for 25 

years. He lived in the region in the 1990s. He has been voted one of the 

best EMEA & Russia sales professionals by Thomson Reuters Extel, 

repeatedly placing in the top of these polls. 

  

JP served as CEO and Global Head of Sales for Otkritie Inc., Russia’s largest private bank and 

initiated research sales coverage to international investors. He previously managed Client 

services in North America and Emerging Market Sales for Credit Agricole Cheuvreux. He also 

held senior management positions at Uralsib Financial Corporation, Troika Dialog, ING Barings, 

and Renaissance Capital. In these roles JP managed market entry and corporate finance 

strategy projects in Russia and throughout the CEEMEA region for numerous Fortune 500 

companies. 

JP was born and educated in the U.S. He received a BA in Political Science from Boston 

University and did his graduate work in Strategic Studies at the Johns Hopkins University 

School of Advanced International Studies. 

Stephen Rademaker 

Senior Of Counsel 

Covington & Burling LLP 

With wide-ranging experience working on national security issues in the 

White House, the State Department, and the U.S. Senate and House of 
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Representatives, Stephen Rademaker helps clients navigate international policy, sanctions, and 

CFIUS challenges. 

Among his accomplishments in public service, Mr. Rademaker had lead responsibility, as a U.S. 

House staffer, for drafting the legislation that created the U.S. Department of Homeland 

security. Serving as an Assistant Secretary of State from 2002 through 2006, he headed at 

various times three bureaus of the State Department, including the Bureau of Arms Control and 

the Bureau of International Security and Nonproliferation. He directed the Proliferation Security 

Initiative, as well as nonproliferation policy toward Iran and North Korea, and led strategic 

dialogues with Russia, China, India, and Pakistan. He also headed U.S. delegations to 

numerous international conferences, including the 2005 Review Conference of the Parties to 

the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

Mr. Rademaker concluded his government career on Capitol Hill in 2007, serving as Senior 

Counsel and Policy Director for National Security Affairs for then-Senate Majority Leader Bill 

Frist (R-TN). In this role, he helped manage all aspects of the legislative process relating to 

foreign policy, defense, intelligence and national security. He earlier served as Chief Counsel 

for the House Select Committee on Homeland Security of the U.S. House of Representatives 

and as Deputy Staff Director and Chief Counsel of the House Committee on International 

Relations. 

During President George H. W. Bush’s administration, Mr. Rademaker served as General 

Counsel of the Peace Corps, Associate Counsel to the President in the Office of White House 

Counsel, and as Deputy Legal Adviser to the National Security Council. After leaving 

government in 2007, he continued to serve as the U.S. representative on the United Nations 

Ssecretary-General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters, and he was subsequently 

appointed by House Republican Leader John Boehner (R-OH) to the U.S. Commission on the 

Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism. 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 
  

Elizabeth Rosenberg 

senior Fellow and Director of the Energy, Economics, and Security Program 

The Center for a New American Security (CNAS) 
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Elizabeth Rosenberg is a Senior Fellow and Director of the Energy, Economics, and Security 

Program at the Center for a New American Security. In this capacity, she publishes and speaks 

on the national security and foreign policy implications of the use of sanctions and economic 

statecraft as well as energy market shifts. Current geographic areas of focus include Iran, 

Russia, China, North Korea, and Venezuela. She has testified before Congress on an array of 

banking and trade issues, and on energy geopolitics and markets topics. She is widely quoted 

by leading media outlets in the United States and abroad. 

From May 2009 through September 2013, Ms. Rosenberg served as a Senior Advisor at the 

U.S. Department of the Treasury, to the Assistant Secretary for Terrorist Financing and 

Financial Crimes, and then to the Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence. In 

these senior roles, she helped to develop and implement financial and energy sanctions. Key 

initiatives she helped to oversee include the tightening of global sanctions on Iran, the launching 

of new, comprehensive sanctions against Libya and Syria and modification of Burma sanctions 

in step with normalization of diplomatic relations. She also helped to formulate anti-money 

laundering and counter-terrorist and counter-proliferation financing policy and oversee financial 

regulatory enforcement activities. 

Prior to her service in the U.S. government Ms. Rosenberg was an energy policy correspondent 

at Argus Media in Washington D.C., analyzing U.S and Middle Eastern energy policy, regulation 

and trading. She spoke and published extensively on OPEC, strategic reserves, energy 

sanctions and national security policy, oil and natural gas investment and production, and 

renewable fuels. 

Ms. Rosenberg received an MA in Near Eastern Studies from New York University and a BA in 

Politics and Religion from Oberlin College.   
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Dimitri Simes 

President and CEO 

The Center for the National Interest (formerly the Nixon Center) 

Dimitri K. Simes is President and CEO of the Center for the National 

Interest and Publisher of its foreign policy magazine, The National 

Interest. Mr. Simes was selected to lead the Center by former 

President Richard Nixon, to whom he served as an informal foreign policy advisor and with 

whom he traveled regularly to Russia and other former Soviet states, as well as Western and 

Central Europe. 

  

Before the Center was established, Mr. Simes served as Chairman of the Center for Russian 

and Eurasian Programs and a Senior Associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace. Earlier, he was director of the Soviet research program and a research professor at the 

Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), at Johns Hopkins University. Mr. Simes 

also ran the Soviet policy program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, and 

taught at the University of California at Berkeley and Columbia University. 
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Mr. Simes was born in Moscow, where he graduated from the Moscow State University. He 

studied and worked at the Institute of the World Economy and International Relations. Mr. 

Simes emigrated to the U.S. in 1973. 
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