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The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy:

We write with concern that the Trump Administration’s decision to fire thousands of
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) staff will cause rampant outbreaks of foodborne illness
and make food products less safe for consumers. Staff reductions like those championed by
President Donald Trump and Elon Musk will undermine FDA’s ability to ensure the safety of
our nation’s food supply. We request information pertaining to the Trump Administration’s
decision to eliminate FDA staff responsible for monitoring the safety of our food supply and
preventing foodborne illness.

On March 24, 2025, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced
plans to purge 3,500 people from FDA, a 20% cut to the agency’s workforce.! These cuts follow
the “indiscriminate” dismissal of 89 employees from FDA’s Human Foods Program, carried out
at the direction of President Trump and Elon Musk.? FDA performs critical functions to keep
our food safe, including inspection and monitoring of food sources and products to protect
consumers from contaminated foods.? Despite assurances from HHS that the staffing cuts would
not slow down food inspection, reports indicate the layoffs includes staff responsible for food
safety oversight and facility inspections, which raises serious concerns about the agency’s
capacity to fulfill its important mission. As essential workers are fired, remaining employees
will struggle to fill the gaps.* As mass terminations began to take effect on April 1, 2025, former
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FDA Commissioner Robert Califf wrote that “[t]he FDA as we’ve known it is finished.” 3

These dramatic cuts include more than 170 FDA staff from the Office of Inspections and
Investigations, despite the fact that food safety programs at FDA have been chronically
underfunded for decades.® In 2024, FDA employed only 443 food safety inspectors to inspect
every food processing facility in its jurisdiction—far short of the 1,500 inspectors the agency
estimates it would need to inspect 36,600 food facilities in the United States and abroad.” Each
year, outbreaks of foodborne illnesses sicken approximately 9 million people, hospitalize
approximately 56,000 people, and kill approximately 1,300 people.® In recent years, foodborne
illness outbreaks have grown increasingly deadly. Just last year, Boar’s Head deli meat
contaminated with listeria killed 10 people in one outbreak.” The Trump Administration’s
purges to FDA’s food safety personnel means that contaminated food will go undetected until it
sickens and kills people, and even then the necessary personnel may not be in place to execute a
recall in order to stop the threat to the American people.

We are particularly concerned about the threat these cuts pose to the safety oversight of
infant formula production. In 2022, the Committee on Oversight and Reform launched an
investigation into infant formula manufacturers after two children died from cronobacter
bacterial infections from contaminated infant formula manufactured by Abbott Nutrition, a
company that had been cited numerous times by FDA for failing to maintain safe manufacturing
conditions.!® During the course of this investigation, we saw firsthand the devastating
consequences that can occur when the lack of oversight allows food manufacturers to prioritize
profit over consumer safety. The cronobacter outbreak led to widespread infant formula recalls
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and an infant formula shortage that left families struggling to feed their children.!! Following
this outbreak, FDA revamped and retooled its Human Foods Program and took steps to reduce
toxins in foods consumed by infants and children, in an effort to prioritize inspections and
accountability from private industry and to keep Americans safe.

We urge you to halt all further cuts to FDA personnel. FDA workers protect the safety of
our food and ensure that companies do not profit from lax oversight at the expense of American
consumers. FDA should continue to use every tool in its arsenal to protect our most vulnerable.
Cutting food safety personnel when foodborne illnesses are on the rise directly contradicts the
agency’s mission of protecting public health. '3

To assist in our investigation, we request that you provide the following documents and
information by April 22, 2025.

1. The precise number of employees scheduled for termination as a result of the
March 24, 2025 announcement;

2. A detailed description of the criteria HHS and FDA used to determine:

a. Which offices are expected to experience layoffs as part of the
terminations announced on March 24, 2025;

b. Which employees were terminated as part of the mass firing of
approximately 3,500 employees on April 1, 2025;

3. Confirmation that no employee has been made subject to the announced
terminations in violation of any applicable laws, regulations, policies, or
procedures;

4. A full and complete list of every office/division at FDA and the number of
employees from that office/division that will be terminated in connection with
your March 24, 2025 announcement;

N d.
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10.

11.

A full and complete list of the title and office of every employee at FDA subject
to the terminations announced on March 24, 2025 and implemented beginning
April 1, 2025;

A full and complete list of every position relating to food safety that HHS
eliminated after January 20, 2025;

A full and complete list of all food safety or food inspection programs that HHS
eliminated after January 20, 2025, including but not limited to food inspections
programs overseen by FDA;

A detailed description of the data FDA will use to measure whether the mass
termination of thousands of employees impacts food safety;

All documents and communications relating to the termination of FDA
employees, including but not limited to employees who work in food safety, after
January 20, 2025;

All communications between any individual associated with HHS and any
individual associated with the Executive Office of the President regarding
termination of employees at FDA; and

All communications between any individual associated with HHS and any
individual associated with the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE)
regarding termination of employees at FDA.

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight
committee of the House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at
“any time” under House Rule X.!'

4 House Rule X, clause 4(c)(2).
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If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Committee Democratic
staff at (202) 225-5051.

Sincerely,
%// Cﬁ M Gﬁ% Rl ps—
"Gerald E. Connolly Raja Krishnamoorthi
Ranking Member Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Health Care and
Financial Services

Suhas Subramanyam
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Military and Foreign Affairs

cc: The Honorable James Comer, Chairman

The Honorable Glen Grothman, Chairman
Subcommittee on Health Care and Financial Services

The Honorable William Timmons
Subcommittee on Military and Foreign Affairs



